
Unveiling the Enigmatic Past: Exploring the
History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian
Capital
The Mighty Ancient Assyrian Empire and Its Glorious Capital

The mesmerizing tales of mighty empires that once ruled the world have always
fascinated humanity. In the annals of history, the Ancient Assyrian Empire holds a
prominent position. Situated in the heart of present-day Iraq, this ancient
civilization left behind a rich legacy that continues to amaze scholars and
historians.
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A Glimpse into the Rise of the Assyrian Empire

The Assyrian Empire emerged around 2000 BCE, with Assur being its first capital.
Over time, as the empire expanded through conquests, the capital was relocated
several times. However, it wasn't until the reign of King Sennacherib in the 8th
century BCE that the grand city of Nineveh became the capital, reaching the
zenith of its power and glory.
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The Magnificent City of Nineveh

Nineveh, the heart of the Assyrian Empire, stood as a majestic testament to the
advanced engineering and architectural skills of its time. Encircled by massive
walls, protective gates, and a complex irrigation system, the city commanded
respect and awe.

The grandeur of Nineveh extended to its palaces, including the famous palace of
King Sennacherib, adorned with intricate carvings and lavish decorations. These
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palaces were the epitome of luxury and served as symbols of the empire's wealth
and opulence.

The Cultural and Technological Contributions of the Assyrians

Beyond their military might, the Assyrians made significant contributions to
various spheres of human knowledge and skills. Their advancements in
mathematics, astronomy, and astrology laid the foundation for future civilizations.
They also developed an impressive library in Ashurbanipal's palace, housing
thousands of meticulously preserved clay tablets inscribed with historical
accounts, scientific texts, and literary works.

The Assyro-Babylonian Rivalry and the Fall of Nineveh

The rise of the Chaldean empire under King Nebuchadnezzar II caused a
monumental shift in the balance of power in the region. This led to intense
conflicts between the Assyrians and the Babylonians, ultimately resulting in the
fall of the mighty city of Nineveh in 612 BCE. The once-proud capital was left in
ruins, marking the end of the Assyrian Empire.

The Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital

Despite its demise, the legacy of the ancient Assyrian capital continues to
resonate in modern times. The archaeological remnants of Nineveh provide
invaluable insights into the ancient world and inspire awe in visitors.

Furthermore, the decipherment of cuneiform, the written script of the Assyrians,
has allowed historians to unlock the secrets of this ancient civilization, shedding
light on their culture, religion, and ways of life.

The military strategies employed by the Assyrians were groundbreaking,
influencing future tactics of warfare. Their use of iron weapons, chariots, and



siege engines set the standard for military technology.

The ancient Assyrian capital, with its rich history and impressive legacy,
showcases the achievements of one of the most powerful empires of its time.
Despite the passage of millennia, its impact on subsequent civilizations and the
fields of science, art, and warfare cannot be understated. Exploring the enigmatic
past of the Assyrian Empire leads us to marvel at the ingenuity and endeavors of
our ancestors.

Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient
Assyrian Capital by Charles River Editors (Kindle Edition)

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1500 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 94 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

*Includes pictures
*Includes ancient descriptions of Nineveh
*Includes debate over whether Nineveh was home of the Hanging Gardens of
Babylon
*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/QpxNx/Nineveh-The-History-and-Legacy-of-the-Ancient-Assyrian-Capital.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/QpxNx/Nineveh-The-History-and-Legacy-of-the-Ancient-Assyrian-Capital.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/QpxNx/Nineveh-The-History-and-Legacy-of-the-Ancient-Assyrian-Capital.pdf


“I captured 46 towns...by consolidating ramps to bring up battering rams, by
infantry attacks, mines, breaches and siege engines.” - Sennacherib

When scholars study the history of the ancient Near East, several wars that had
extremely brutal consequences (at least by modern standards) often stand out.
Forced removal of entire populations, sieges that decimated entire cities, and
wanton destruction of property were all tactics used by the various peoples of the
ancient Near East against each other, but the Assyrians were the first people to
make war a science. When the Assyrians are mentioned, images of war and
brutality are among the first that come to mind, despite the fact that their culture
prospered for nearly 2,000 years.

Like a number of ancient individuals and empires in that region, the negative
perception of ancient Assyrian culture was passed down through Biblical
accounts, and regardless of the accuracy of the Bible’s depiction of certain
events, the Assyrians clearly played the role of adversary for the Israelites.
Indeed, Assyria (Biblical Shinar) and the Assyrian people played an important role
in many books of the Old Testament and are first mentioned in the book of
Genesis: “And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech, and Akkad,
and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth Ashur and built
Nineveh and the city Rehoboth and Kallah.” (Gen. 10:10-11).

Although the Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are among the most interesting
and are often corroborated with other historical sources, the Assyrians were much
more than just the enemies of the Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities
that thrived in the ancient Near East, few can match the opulence and
ostentatiousness of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire for much of the
seventh century BCE. During that time it became known for its mighty citadels,
grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its zoos. In fact, the beauty of



Nineveh, especially its gardens, impressed later writers so much that they
assigned its gardens as one of the original Seven Wonders of the World, except
unfortunately for Nineveh’s memory, the location was placed in Babylon. The
confusion that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to Babylon instead of
Nineveh is in fact a large part of Nineveh’s history – it was a great city during its
time, but incessant warfare brought the metropolis to oblivion and eventually its
history was forgotten or distorted.

An examination of Nineveh demonstrates that in many ways it was the victim of
the people who built it. When Nineveh was at its height, they controlled an empire
that encompassed Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and parts of Iran. Eventually,
the Assyrians overextended themselves and their enemies overthrew them and
destroyed much of their cities. Nineveh became lost for centuries, only mentioned
in fragments by classical Greek historians, but modern archaeological methods
were able to bring the lost city back to life in the nineteenth century. Today,
through a combination of archaeological reports, classical Greek accounts, and
ancient cuneiform inscriptions, the chronology of Nineveh can be reconstructed.
An examination reveals that Nineveh played a vital role in the religious and
political history of the ancient Near East and despite suffering immense damage
at the hands of the Assyrians’ enemies, continued to function as an important city
for several centuries after the Assyrian Empire collapsed.

Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital traces the
history and legacy of one of the most influential cities of antiquity.
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