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A Must-Read Guide!
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Are you eager to dive into various fascinating subjects but unsure where to start?
Look no further! With Very Short Very Short s, you can explore a vast range of
topics in a concise and engaging manner. Whether you yearn to uncover the
mysteries of science, delve into art, traverse through history, or understand
complex philosophical concepts, this series offers a gateway to knowledge like no
other.

What are Very Short Very Short s?
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Very Short Very Short s, commonly known as VSI, is a renowned book series
published by Oxford University Press. The series was founded in 1995 and aims
to introduce readers to various subjects through concise and informative texts.
The books are written by experts in their respective fields, ensuring that readers
receive accurate and engaging information on the subjects they are passionate
about.
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The aim of the VSI series is to provide readers with a solid foundation and
understanding of a subject. These books are not meant to replace in-depth study,
but rather serve as an entry point for further exploration. Each VSI book is a
treasure trove of knowledge, enabling readers to grasp the key concepts,
theories, and developments within a specific subject area.

Why Choose Very Short Very Short s?

The VSI series offers numerous advantages to readers, making it the go-to
choice for those seeking a brief but comprehensive understanding of various
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subjects. Here are some reasons why Very Short Very Short s should be on your
reading list:

1. Compact and Accessible:

Unlike hefty textbooks that may appear daunting, VSI books are short, compact,
and written in an accessible manner. The authors distill complex ideas into
concise prose, making these s immensely readable for beginners.

2. Broad Range of Topics:

Whether you have a specific area of interest or want to explore various subjects,
the VSI series caters to an array of interests. From philosophy, science, and
literature to politics, religion, and history, you can find a VSI book on almost any
topic imaginable.

3. Expertly Authored:

The VSI series prides itself on featuring books authored by leading authorities in
their respective fields. Experts in their subjects, they bring their knowledge,
passion, and enthusiasm into concise texts, offering readers a glimpse into the
depth and breadth of their expertise.

4. Concise and Informative:

Very Short Very Short s books deliver a wealth of information in a compact
format. They focus on the most important concepts, theories, and developments
within a subject, ensuring readers acquire a solid foundation.

5. Ideal for Time-Conscious Individuals:

In a fast-paced world, finding time for extensive study can be challenging.
However, with VSI books, you can embark on a learning journey without



compromising your schedule. These s are perfect for anyone with limited time but
a desire to broaden their knowledge.

Popular Very Short Very Short s:

The VSI series covers an incredible range of subjects. Let's explore some of the
most popular books within the Very Short Very Short s collection:

1. A Very Short to Philosophy:

Join the ranks of great thinkers and explore the fundamental questions of
existence, knowledge, ethics, and reality. This book provides a comprehensive
overview of Western philosophy, from ancient times to the present day.

2. A Very Short to Astrophysics:

Embark on an awe-inspiring cosmic journey and unravel the complexities of the
universe. From black holes to dark matter, this book introduces the captivating
world of astrophysics and the wonders of our vast cosmos.

3. A Very Short to Art History:

Discover the remarkable evolution of art throughout human history. Delve into the
major art movements, artists, and styles that have shaped our cultural heritage,
from ancient cave paintings to contemporary masterpieces.

4. A Very Short to Globalization:

Uncover the forces shaping our interconnected world. This book explores the
social, economic, and cultural dimensions of globalization, examining its impact
on individuals, societies, and nations.

5. A Very Short to Shakespeare:



Journey into the world of the greatest playwright in history. This offers insights
into Shakespeare's life, his plays, and their enduring influence on literature and
the performing arts.

Very Short Very Short s are the ultimate gateway to a realm of knowledge,
presenting a concise yet comprehensive understanding of various subjects.
Whether you yearn to unravel the mysteries of science or explore the depths of
philosophy, these books offer a perfect starting point for your intellectual journey.
So why wait? Pick up a Very Short Very Short s book today and embark on a
fascinating exploration of the world's most captivating subjects!
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The Maya forged one of the greatest societies in the history of the ancient
Americas and in all of human history. Long before contact with Europeans, Maya
communities built spectacular cities with large, well-fed large populations. They
mastered the visual arts, and developed a sophisticated writing system that
recorded extraordinary knowledge in calendrics, mathematics, and astronomy.
The Maya achieved all this without area-wide centralized control. There was
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never a single, unified Maya state or empire, but always numerous, evolving
ethnic groups speaking dozens of distinct Mayan languages. The people we call
"Maya" never thought of themselves as such; yet something definable, unique,
and endlessly fascinating - what we call Maya culture - has clearly existed for
millennia. So what was their self-identity and how did Maya civilization come to
be "invented?"

With the Maya historically subdivided and misunderstood in so many ways, the
pursuit of what made them "the Maya" is all the more important. In this Very Short
, Restall and Solari explore the themes of Maya identity, city-state political culture,
art and architecture, the Maya concept of the cosmos, and the Maya experience
of contact with including invasion by outsiders. Despite its brevity, this book is
unique for its treatment of all periods of Maya civilization, from its origins to the
present.
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