
Unveiling the Hidden Secrets of
Historiography: Exploring Ideology and
Politics in the Ancient Near East and Israel

Historiography, ideology, and politics have long been intertwined in the chronicles
of human history. In this article, we embark on a fascinating journey through the
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ancient Near East and Israel to delve deep into the connections between
historiography, ideology, and politics that shaped civilizations and left lasting
imprints.

Unveiling the Ancient Near East

The ancient Near East, comprising Mesopotamia, Egypt, Anatolia, and other
regions between the Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf, witnessed the birth
of early civilizations. These societies maintained complex administrative systems,
developed advanced writing techniques, and left behind a rich legacy of historical
accounts.
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The Birth of Historiography

Early historiography in the ancient Near East sought to serve political and
ideological purposes. Rulers and their scribes carefully crafted narratives,
emphasizing the greatness of their reigns, legitimizing power, and justifying
conquests. In Mesopotamia, kings commissioned royal annals, personal
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inscriptions, and official chronicles, offering a distorted version of events that
served the interests of the ruling elite.

Politicizing the Past

Ideological frameworks heavily influenced the historical accounts produced in the
ancient Near East. Mesopotamian rulers often depicted themselves as divinely
chosen and linked their actions to gods, justifying their policies in the name of
cosmic order. Egyptian pharaohs, too, emphasized their divine lineage, portraying
themselves as the protectors of Ma'at, the concept of cosmic balance and order.

Historiography in Ancient Israel

Amidst the rich historiographical traditions of the ancient Near East, we find the
unique case of ancient Israel. Biblical texts, such as the Old Testament, provide
valuable insights into the historical consciousness and ideological underpinnings
of this ancient society.

The Significance of Covenant

The ideology of ancient Israel was deeply grounded in the concept of covenant, a
binding agreement between Yahweh, their God, and the chosen people. Biblical
accounts aimed to preserve the collective memory of the Israelites, reinforcing
their distinctive identity and reinforcing their commitment to Yahweh's laws.

Historical Accuracy vs. Ideological Interpretation

Historians and scholars have long debated the historical accuracy of biblical
accounts. While some argue for their factual basis, others highlight the presence
of ideological interpretations, suggesting that historical events might have been
manipulated to serve religious and political agendas.

: Untangling the Threads



Historiography, ideology, and politics were intrinsically intertwined in the ancient
Near East and Israel. The main challenge lies in untangling the threads of
historical accuracy from the web of ideological biases while studying these
ancient civilizations. By studying the multifaceted interactions between
historiography, ideology, and politics, we gain crucial insights into the complexities
of human history.
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In this volume, Niels Peter Lemche and Emanuel Pfoh present an anthology of
seminal studies by Mario Liverani, a foremost scholar of the Ancient Near East.

This collection contains 18 essays, 11 of which have originally been published in
Italian and are now published in English for the first time. It represents an
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important contribution to Ancient Near Eastern and Biblical Studies, exposing the
innovative interpretations of Liverani on many historical and ideological aspects of
ancient society. Topics range from the Amarna letters and the Ugaritic epic, to the
‘origins’ of Israel.

Historiography, Ideology and Politics in the Ancient Near East and Israel will be
an invaluable resource for Ancient Near Eastern and Biblical scholars, as well as
graduate and post-graduate students.
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