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Hardback Collection" by Gilbert White. This awe-inspiring collection of writings
takes us on a vivid exploration of Selborne, a charming village in Hampshire,
England, and represents a priceless literary gem in the world of natural history.

The Man Behind the Legacy: Gilbert White

Gilbert White, a naturalist and pioneering observer of nature, was born in
Selborne in 1720. His passion for exploring the wonders of the natural world led
him to meticulously document his observations in letters to fellow naturalists and
friends. These letters formed the foundation of what would later become the
renowned "The Natural History Of Selborne."
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A Glimpse into the Collection

The Oxford World Classics Hardback Collection of White's work serves as a
delightful portal into the past, enabling readers to immerse themselves in the rich
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tapestry of Selborne's natural history. This comprehensive collection presents an
anthology of White's letters, mingling scientific facts with vivid descriptions of the
flora, fauna, and ecology of Selborne.

A Journey Through Selborne

Step into the picturesque village of Selborne and experience the wonder of the
countryside as Gilbert White did centuries ago. As you turn the pages of this
captivating collection, you'll find yourself transported to the meadows, woods, and
ponds that White so ardently explored. Through his keen observations, White
sheds light on the intricate web of life in Selborne, unveiling its hidden treasures
and divine beauty.

Unraveling the Natural History

Delve into the intricate details surrounding the diverse species that call Selborne
home. From the secretive habits of badgers to the migratory patterns of birds,
White's accounts provide an invaluable insight into the natural world. Follow the
changing seasons and discover the interconnections between different species,
gaining a deeper appreciation for the delicate balance of nature.

Preserving a Bygone Era

White's writings not only unveil the secrets of Selborne's natural history but also
transport us to a bygone era. Through his eloquent prose, he paints a vivid
picture of the agricultural practices, cultural traditions, and rural lifestyle prevalent
during his time. The collection offers a unique opportunity to glimpse into the past
and understand the evolution of our relationship with the natural world.

Influence and Legacy

Revered by naturalists and readers alike across generations, "The Natural History
Of Selborne" has left an indelible mark on the understanding and appreciation of



nature. White's meticulous observations and lyrical writing style continue to
inspire nature enthusiasts, sparking a deeper connection with the world around
us.

Closing Thoughts

As we conclude our journey through the pages of "The Natural History Of
Selborne Oxford World Classics Hardback Collection," we are reminded of the
timeless enchantment of nature. Gilbert White's immersive exploration of
Selborne's natural history transports us to another time, encouraging us to
embrace curiosity and awe in the natural world. So, grab a copy of this
captivating collection and embark on a remarkable journey through the wonders
of Selborne – a journey that will leave you forever changed.
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'I was much entertained last summer with a tame bat, which would take flies out
of a person's hand.'

Gilbert White's Natural History of Selborne (1789) reveals a world of wonders in
nature. Over a period of twenty years White describes in minute detail the
behaviour of animals through the changing seasons in the rural Hampshire parish
of Selborne. He notes everything from the habits of an eccentric tortoise to the
mysteries of bird migration and animal reproduction, with the purpose of inspiring
others to observe their own surroundings with the same pleasure and attention.

Written as a series of letters, White's book has all the immediacy of an exchange
with friends, yet it is crafted with compelling literary skill. His gossipy
correspondence has delighted readers from Charles Darwin to Virginia Woolf,
and it has been read as a nostalgic evocation of a pastoral vision, a model for
local studies of plants and animals, and a precursor to modern ecology. This new
edition includes contemporary illustrations, a contextualizing , and an appendix of
literary responses to the book.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert s by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.
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