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On the morning of September 11, 2001, the world changed forever. The terrorist

attacks that took place on American soil that day, forever known as 9/11, inflicted

unimaginable pain and loss. This tragic event was not limited to the attacks on the

World Trade Center and the Pentagon, but also involved a series of

unprecedented and heart-wrenching incidents that unfolded in the skies over

America.

The Calm Before the Storm

As the sun rose on that fateful day, the skies appeared serene and peaceful.

However, a notorious group of terrorists had already boarded four commercial

flights, armed with a sinister plan that would shake the nation to its core. These

flights, seemingly ordinary at first, became the battlegrounds of an epic struggle

between good and evil.
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The Flight That Started It All

American Airlines Flight 11, en route from Boston to Los Angeles, was the first

aircraft hijacked by the terrorists. As the flight climbed to its cruising altitude, the

world was oblivious to the nightmare about to unfold. Suddenly, a group of

terrorists overpowered the crew and took control of the plane. Their destination?

The North Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City.
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The Brave Passengers of United Airlines Flight 93

While chaos was unfolding elsewhere, a group of heroic passengers aboard

United Airlines Flight 93 refused to succumb to terror. Discovering the unfolding

events from their loved ones on the ground, they launched a fierce counterattack

against the hijackers. Their bravery and sacrifice prevented another target of the

terrorists' plot, as the plane crashed into a Pennsylvania field instead of its

intended destination.
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The Pentagon Attack

As the nation watched the horror unfold in New York City, terrorists

commandeered American Airlines Flight 77. In a shocking turn of events, the

hijackers navigated the plane towards its ultimate target - the Pentagon. The

impact tore through the west side of the building, leaving a trail of devastation and

claiming numerous lives.

The Second Tower Falls

As the world was grappling with the incomprehensible events of the day, United

Airlines Flight 175, another aircraft under the control of terrorists, crashed into the

South Tower of the World Trade Center. The collapse of both towers symbolized

the gravity of the situation and sent shockwaves across the globe.
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Unanswered Questions and Conspiracy Theories

Although nearly two decades have passed, the events of that day remain

shrouded in mystery, giving rise to numerous conspiracy theories. Some suggest

that the attacks were an inside job or that the planes were controlled remotely.

While these theories continue to circulate, the official investigation by multiple

authorities concluded that Al Qaeda was responsible for the attacks.

A Legacy of Strength and Unity

The 9/11 tragedy forever changed the world and left an indelible mark on the

American people. However, it also showcased the strength and unity of a nation

in the face of adversity. This unforgettable day serves as a reminder of the

importance of resilience, compassion, and standing together as one.

The dramas and horrors that unfolded in the skies over America on 9/11 will

forever remain a chapter of history that the world can never forget. The bravery of

those who fought back and the stories of heroism continue to inspire generations.

As we honor the memory of the lives lost that day, let us also remember the

strength that emerged from the darkest hours, reminding us that love, unity, and

resilience can triumph even in the face of the gravest evil.
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On the azure blue morning of 9/11 the skies were pronounced "severe clear," in

the parlance of airline pilots; a gorgeous day for flying. Nearly 5,000 flights were

cruising the skies over America when FAA Operations Manager Ben Sliney

arrived at the Command Center for his first day on that job. He could never have

anticipated the historic drama that was about to unfold as Americans who found

themselves on the front lines of a totally unprecedented attack on our homeland

sprang into action to defend our country and save lives.

In this gripping moment-to-moment narrative, based on groundbreaking reporting,

Lynn Spencer brings the inspiring true drama of their unflinching and heroic

response vividly to life for the first time, taking us right inside the airliner cockpits

and control towers, the fighter jets and the military battle cabs. She makes vital

corrections to the findings of the 9/11 Commission Report, and reveals many

startling, utterly unknown elements of the story.

As a commercial pilot herself, for whom the attacks hit terribly close to home, she

knew that the true scope and nature of the response so brilliantly improvised that

morning by those in the thick of the action -- with so little guidance from those at

the highest levels -- had not at all been captured by the news coverage or the

9/11 Commission. To get to the truth, she went on a three-year quest, interviewing

hundreds of key players, listening to untold hours of tapes and pouring through

voluminous transcripts to re-create each heart-stopping moment as it happened

through their eyes and in their words as the drama unfolded.

From the shocking moment at 7:59 a.m. that American 11 fails to respond to a

controller's call, until the last commercial flight has safely landed and military jets

rule the skies, all Americans will find themselves deeply moved and amazed by
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the grace and fierce determination of these steely men and women as they draw

on all of their exquisite training to grasp, through the fog of war, what is

happening, put their lives on the line, and mount an astonishing response.

This beautifully crafted and deeply affecting account of the full story of their

courageous actions is a vital addition to the country's understanding of a day that

has forever changed our nation.
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