Unveiling the Legend of Gold Mountain: The
Extraordinary Journey of Betty Yee

Growing up amidst the whispers of Gold Mountain

For generations, the idea of Gold Mountain has been deeply ingrained in the

Asian American community. A term used to refer to the United States, Gold
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Mountain has symbolized hope, opportunity, and the relentless pursuit of the
American Dream. Among the many individuals who embarked on this arduous
journey, one name stands out with unwavering resilience and remarkable

accomplishments — Betty Yee.

The extraordinary life of Betty Yee

Betty T. Yee, currently serving as the California State Controller, has come a long
way from her humble beginnings. Born to immigrant parents, Yee grew up in San
Francisco, where she experienced firsthand the challenges faced by immigrant

communities striving for a better life.
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With a strong determination to make a difference, Yee embarked on a path of
education and public service. After earning a bachelor's degree in Sociology from
the University of California, Berkeley, she went on to obtain a master's degree in

Public Administration from Golden Gate University.

Yee's commitment to public service began early on in her career, as she worked
for the Legislature and Governor's Office, focusing on budget and fiscal issues.

Her expertise in finance and budget management propelled her into various
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leadership positions, ultimately leading her to become the California State
Controller in 2015.

Championing fiscal responsibility as the California State Controller

As the California State Controller, Yee is responsible for managing the state's
finances, tracking how taxpayer dollars are spent, and ensuring fiscal
accountability. Her role is crucial in maintaining the financial stability and integrity

of the state.

Yee has been a staunch advocate for transparency, accountability, and equitable
access to resources. She has spearheaded initiatives to modernize and improve
the state's financial systems, ensuring efficient and effective use of taxpayer

funds. Her efforts have not only benefited the state's economy but have also set

an exemplary standard for financial management at a national level.
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Yee's dedication to fiscal responsibility has earned her accolades and recognition
from various organizations. She has received prestigious awards such as the
2019 Women in Public Finance Founders' Award and the 2017 California Women

Lead Legacy Award, among others.

Breaking barriers and shattering glass ceilings

Throughout her career, Betty Yee has shattered numerous glass ceilings,
becoming a trailblazer and an inspiration for many. As the highest-ranking
Chinese American woman in California's state government, Yee has continuously

worked towards building a more inclusive and equitable society.

Yee's accomplishments extend beyond her role as the California State Controller.
She has served on numerous boards and commissions, advocating for social
justice, economic empowerment, and environmental sustainability. From fighting
for women's rights to championing climate change initiatives, Yee has emerged

as a leader committed to addressing the critical issues facing our society.

The remarkable journey of Gold Mountain Betty Yee



Betty Yee's journey from the whispers of Gold Mountain to her current position as
the California State Controller showcases the resilience, determination, and

unwavering spirit of those who sought a better life in America.

Her story is a testament to the possibilities that await those who are willing to

work hard, overcome adversity, and persist in the face of challenges. Betty Yee
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embodies the true meaning of the American Dream, and her achievements

continue to inspire generations of individuals to reach for the stars.

Embracing the legacy and forging a brighter future

The story of Gold Mountain Betty Yee is a reminder of the sacrifices made by
immigrants and their relentless pursuit of a better future. It fuels our collective
responsibility to create an inclusive society that values diversity, equal

opportunities, and the pursuit of the American Dream.

As Betty Yee continues her remarkable journey of public service, she serves as a
beacon of hope — a reminder that through hard work and determination, anyone

can overcome obstacles and make a lasting impact on our society.

So, join us as we celebrate the life and legacy of Gold Mountain Betty Yee —

an exceptional leader, a true inspiration, and a driving force for positive

change!
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Working on the Transcontinental Railroad promises a fortune —for those who

survive.
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Growing up in 1860s China, Tam Ling Fan has lived a life of comfort. Her father is
wealthy enough to provide for his family but unconventional enough to spare Ling
Fan from the debilitating foot-binding required of most well-off girls. But Ling
Fan’s life is upended when her brother dies of influenza and their father is
imprisoned under false accusations. Hoping to earn the money that will secure
her father’s release, Ling Fan disguises herself as a boy and takes her brother’s

contract to work for the Central Pacific Railroad Company in America.

Life on “the Gold Mountain” is grueling and dangerous. To build the railroad that
will connect the west coast to the east, Ling Fan and other Chinese laborers lay
track and blast tunnels through the treacherous peaks of the Sierra Nevada,
facing cave-ins, avalanches, and blizzards—along with hostility from white

Americans.

When someone threatens to expose Ling Fan’s secret, she must take an even

greater risk to save what’s left of her family . . . and to escape the Gold Mountain

alive.
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