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When we think about the Vietnam War, we often forget the remarkable individuals
who served as combat advisors to the Army of Republic Vietnam (ARVN). These
brave men played a critical role in supporting and training the ARVN soldiers,
tirelessly working behind the scenes without much recognition.

As the war progressed, the need for combat advisors became increasingly
evident. The United States military recognized that their expertise and guidance
could make a significant difference in enhancing the capabilities of the ARVN
forces and strengthening their effectiveness in the fight against the North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) and the Viet Cong.
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The Training and Preparation

The combat advisors were handpicked from various branches of the armed
forces and sent to specialized training programs to equip them with the skills
necessary for their crucial role. From learning Vietnamese language and culture
to mastering the tactics and strategies of guerrilla warfare, these advisors
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underwent extensive training to be well-prepared for the challenges that awaited
them in Vietnam.

The training included simulated scenarios, survival skills, and cultural immersion
to ensure they could effectively communicate and understand the local soldiers
they would mentor. This comprehensive preparation was necessary to build trust
and establish a strong bond with the ARVN troops, as they were from different
backgrounds and worldviews.

The On-Field Experience

Once deployed to Vietnam, the combat advisors were assigned to ARVN units
where they lived and fought side-by-side with the Vietnamese soldiers. This close
interaction allowed them to understand the operational challenges faced by the
ARVN and devise customized solutions specific to the local conditions.

Combat advisors played a multifaceted role, ranging from basic infantry training
to advising on complex tactical maneuvers. They taught soldiers how to
effectively use advanced weaponry, navigate treacherous terrains, and implement
intelligence-driven strategies. Their goal was to empower the ARVN forces to
combat the guerilla warfare tactics of the NVA and Viet Cong.

The Language Barrier



One of the greatest obstacles faced by combat advisors was the language
barrier. Overcoming this challenge required patience, persistence, and a genuine
effort to bridge the communication gap. Some combat advisors became proficient
in the Vietnamese language, which immensely helped in building trust and
fostering strong relationships with the ARVN soldiers.

Being able to communicate effectively ensured that vital information was relayed
accurately, orders were understood, and tactical plans were executed with
precision. Additionally, it facilitated the sharing of cultural insights, breaking down
barriers, and creating a sense of camaraderie within the ranks.

The Unsung Heroes

Despite their critical contributions, the combat advisors to the ARVN often went
unnoticed and unappreciated. Their work, although instrumental in the efforts
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against the NVA and Viet Cong, rarely received the same level of recognition as
the direct combat operations carried out by regular U.S. soldiers.

These brave individuals faced immense physical and psychological challenges,
witnessing the horrors of war while being far away from their families and loved
ones. Their selflessness and dedication to the cause deserve our utmost respect
and admiration.

The legacy of the combat advisors lives on in the hearts of the ARVN soldiers
they mentored and guided. Many ARVN officers credit their success and survival
to the invaluable support and expertise provided by these unsung heroes.

Remembering Their Sacrifice



It is crucial to acknowledge and remember the combat advisors to the ARVN who
dedicated their lives to a cause greater than themselves. Their unwavering
commitment and sacrifices must never be forgotten.

As we delve into the history of the Vietnam War, it is our responsibility to shine a
light on the often-overlooked role of the combat advisors to the ARVN. These
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extraordinary individuals played an integral part in shaping the outcome of the
war, even if their bravery and valor have remained largely unrecognized.

In

The combat advisors to the Army of Republic Vietnam were the unsung heroes of
the Vietnam War. Their dedication, expertise, and sacrifice were instrumental in
empowering and guiding the ARVN soldiers in their fight against the NVA and Viet
Cong forces.

The combat advisors faced numerous challenges, both on and off the battlefield.
They underwent specialized training, overcame language barriers, and formed a
strong bond with the ARVN troops to ensure their success.

Let us never forget the indomitable spirit of the combat advisors, and may their
contributions serve as a reminder of the resilience and bravery exhibited during
one of the most tumultuous periods in history.
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Accounts of a MACV Field Advisor during
the 68 TET & 69 TET Counteroffensive
Operations (Ops) in Upper III Corps.

ARVN Infantry and Airmobile Recon In
Force (RIF) Ops, ARVN and Combined
ARVN & U.S. Troop RIF and Village Seal &
Search Ops, ARVN Recondo B-52 Bomb
Damage Assessments (BDAs), and ARVN
Infantry support of CIA Phoenix Programs
seeking VC in South Vietnam cities.

Accounts of MACV Advisors radio calling
and directing U.S. Artillery, Cobra
Gunships, AC130 Spectre (Spooky), F-4 Fire
& Bombing runs, and Medical Evacuations
(MedEvac's) in support of ARVN units they
were assigned too.
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