
Unveiling the Truth Behind the Anzac Long
Shadow: A Dark Tale of Sacrifice and
Remembrance
Every year, on the 25th of April, people from Australia and New Zealand gather to
commemorate the Anzac Day, paying tribute to the brave soldiers who fought and
died during World War I. This annual tradition has become an integral part of both
nations' identity, but what lies beneath the surface of these celebrations? In this
article, we will delve into the depths of the Anzac Long Shadow, exploring its
historical significance and the lingering impact it has had on generations to come.

The Origins of Anzac

The term "Anzac" stands for Australia and New Zealand Army Corps, a joint force
formed during World War I. It was on the 25th of April, 1915, when Australian and
New Zealand troops landed on the shores of Gallipoli in modern-day Turkey. This
ill-fated campaign resulted in immense loss of life, with thousands of soldiers from
both nations meeting their tragic fate. The bravery and resilience displayed by
these soldiers, despite the setbacks and overwhelming odds, left an indelible
mark on the collective consciousness of Australia and New Zealand.

The Anzac Long Shadow

While Anzac Day is celebrated with great pomp and show, there is a darker side
to this commemoration that often goes unnoticed. The Anzac Long Shadow refers
to the deep and enduring impact that the Gallipoli campaign had on these
countries and their people. It encompasses the loss, grief, and trauma
experienced not only by the soldiers, but also their families and communities.



Anzac's Long Shadow: The Cost of Our National
Obsession (Redback Book 4)
by Donna R. Gabaccia (Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 587 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 194 pages

Post-War Trauma

Returning soldiers faced numerous challenges upon their return. Physical
injuries, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and the loss of comrades were
just a few of the burdens they carried. The Anzac Long Shadow cast a dark cloud
over their lives, affecting their mental health, relationships, and ability to
reintegrate into society. The scars of war were not restricted to the battlefield but
seeped into the very fabric of their existence.

Inter-Generational Impact

The Anzac Long Shadow extended far beyond the soldiers themselves. The
trauma they experienced reverberated through the generations, leaving an
indelible mark on their descendants. Growing up with parents and grandparents
who had endured the horrors of war shaped their perspectives, values, and
attitudes towards life. The legacy of sacrifice and the burden of remembrance
became an integral part of their identity, manifesting in various ways.

Commemoration and Tradition
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As the years rolled by, Anzac Day evolved from a somber remembrance to a
national celebration. Dawn services, parades, and memorial ceremonies are held
across Australia and New Zealand to honor the fallen soldiers. The Anzac Long
Shadow ensures that the sacrifices made by these soldiers are not forgotten and
encourages future generations to value the principles of courage, endurance, and
unity in the face of adversity.

Controversies and Debates

While Anzac Day is widely respected, it is not without controversy. Some argue
that the glorification of war and heroism overshadows the true horrors and futility
of armed conflict. Others question the disproportionate focus on World War I,
neglecting other significant events in Australian and New Zealand history. The
Anzac Long Shadow casts these debates into the limelight, prompting a critical
evaluation of the past and its impact on the present.

Moving Forward

The Anzac Long Shadow is a testament to the enduring power of remembrance
and the complexities of national identity. While it sheds light on the darker
aspects of war and its aftermath, it also serves as a reminder of the resilience
and heroism exhibited by those who fought. As the years go by, it is crucial to
strike a balance between commemoration and critical reflection, ensuring that the
sacrifices made are respected while learning from the mistakes of the past.

The Anzac Long Shadow stretches across time, reminding us of the sacrifices
made by the brave soldiers who fought in Gallipoli. This commemoration, while
steeped in tradition, also forces us to confront the horrors of war and the lasting
impact it has on individuals and communities. As we gather each year on Anzac
Day, let us not forget the shadows that linger behind the celebrations and strive to
build a future that is deserving of the sacrifices made in the past.
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A century ago we got it wrong. We sent thousands of young Australians on a
military operation that was barely more than a disaster. It’s right that a hundred
years later we should feel strongly about that. But have we got our remembrance
right? What lessons haven’t we learned about war, and what might be the cost of
our Anzac obsession?

Defence analyst and former army officer James Brown believes that Australia is
expending too much time, money and emotion on the Anzac legend, and that
today’s soldiers are suffering for it.

Vividly evoking the war in Afghanistan, Brown reveals the experience of the
modern soldier. He looks closely at the companies and clubs that trade on the
Anzac story. He shows that Australians spend a lot more time looking after dead
warriors than those who are alive. We focus on a cult of remembrance, instead of
understanding a new world of soldiering and strategy. And we make it impossible
to criticise the Australian Defence Force, even when it makes the same mistakes
over and over. None of this is good for our soldiers or our ability to deal with a
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changing world. With respect and passion, Brown shines a new light on Anzac’s
long shadow and calls for change.

Longlisted for the 2014 John Button Prize

‘Bold, original, challenging - James Brown tackles the burgenoning Anzac
industry and asks Australians to re-examine how we think about the military and
modern-day service.’ —Leigh Sales

‘The best book yet written, not just on Australia's Afghan war, but on war itself and
the creator/destroyer myth of Anzac.’ —John Birmingham

‘Anzac's Long Shadow is refreshing and engaging. It is also frank and no-
nonsense. James Brown sets himself apart as a leader in this new generation of
Anzacs by asking the hard questions.’ —Peter Leahy, Chief of the Australian
Army, 2002-08

‘One of Australia's most insightful strategic analysts, James Brown, lays bare our
cult of Anzac. As our diggers return from war, this book is more necessary than
ever before. It's now time for us to remember not only our fallen, but our living.’ —
Michael Ware, Former CNN Baghdad correspondent.

‘Brown, as both an intelligent military theorist and an engaging storyteller, is able
to tackle such a controversial issue with humour and candour. A personal,
challenging and informative work [with] the potential to contribute a great deal to
Australia’s understanding of our own military service, and how we think about war
itself.’ —Readings Monthly

‘Brown is lucid, bright and fierce – exceptional qualities in a writer and, no doubt,
a soldier – and he’s written an important prelude to our Anzac centenary.’ —The



Saturday Paper

‘It is the combination of academic insight and lived experience that gives this
book its particular edge…. A good, a necessary and an important book.’ —
Canberra Times

‘This is the most interesting and original book I have read on contemporary
Australian public policy for a long time.’ —Judith Brett, The Monthly
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