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In today's world, where racial disparities continue to persist, there are certain
books that demand attention and force us to confront the harsh realities faced by
marginalized communities. "Punching The Air", written by award-winning author
Ibi Zoboi and activist Yusef Salaam, is one such book that has taken the literary
world by storm with its raw honesty and powerful storytelling.

A Gripping Narrative of Injustice and Redemption

Set in present-day America, "Punching The Air" tells the thought-provoking story
of Amal Shahid, a young black artist who finds himself wrongfully convicted of a
crime he did not commit. Through a blend of verse and prose, Zoboi and Salaam
take readers on a rollercoaster journey, delving into themes of racial injustice,
systemic racism, and the profound impact of art as a means of self-expression
and resistance.
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A Resonating Voice of Truth and Hope

Inspired by the experiences of Yusef Salaam, one of the Exonerated Five,
"Punching The Air" captures the harsh realities of being part of a system that
routinely discriminates against people of color. The story explores the devastating
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effects of wrongful imprisonment, shedding light on the broken criminal justice
system and the long-lasting scars it inflicts on individuals and their communities.

An Empowering Journey of Self-Discovery

As readers delve deeper into the pages of "Punching The Air", they witness
Amal's transformation from a young boy silenced by society to an artist who
discovers his voice in the darkest of times. Through his powerful art and poetry,
Amal finds solace, strength, and hope, even when faced with unimaginable
despair. The story serves as a reminder that even in the face of injustice,
resistance and self-expression have the power to bring about change.

A Powerful Collaboration of Two Visionary Writers

"Punching The Air" is a collaborative effort between Ibi Zoboi, a highly acclaimed
author known for her remarkable works like "American Street" and "Pride", and
Yusef Salaam, an activist and member of the Exonerated Five. Their unique
perspectives and experiences come together to create a compelling narrative that
leaves an indelible mark on readers, challenging them to confront the biases
ingrained within society.

An Unforgettable Reading Experience

Through the arresting combination of powerful poetry and authentic storytelling,
"Punching The Air" stands as a testament to the strength of the human spirit and
the importance of using one's voice to demand justice. It immerses readers in
Amal's world, evoking a range of emotions that will linger long after the final page
is turned.

"Punching The Air" by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam is more than just a book; it is a
searing indictment of a system plagued by injustice, and a rallying cry for change.
By delving into the heart-wrenching journey of Amal Shahid, this novel invites



readers to ponder their roles in dismantling systemic racism, while emphasizing
the transformative power of art and self-expression. Let the words of "Punching
The Air" ignite a fire within you, and embark on a journey that will challenge your
perspectives, leaving you forever changed.
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From award-winning, bestselling author Ibi Zoboi and prison reform activist Yusef
Salaam of the Exonerated Five comes a powerful YA novel in verse about a boy
who is wrongfully incarcerated. A must-read for fans of Jason Reynolds, Walter
Dean Myers, and Elizabeth Acevedo.
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didn’t start on the day

I was born 

Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art
school, because of a biased system he’s seen as disruptive and unmotivated.
Then, one fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighborhood escalates into
tragedy. “Boys just being boys” turns out to be true only when those boys are
white. 

The story that I think

will be my life 

starts today

Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit
and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him until he turns to the refuge
of his words, his art. This never should have been his story. But can he change
it? 

With spellbinding lyricism, award-winning author Ibi Zoboi and prison reform
activist Yusef Salaam tell a moving and deeply profound story about how one boy
is able to maintain his humanity and fight for the truth in a system designed to
strip him of both.
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