
Unveiling the Ultimate Field Manual FM 23
Tactics, Techniques, and Concepts of
Antiarmor Warfare
In the world of military operations, having a thorough understanding of antiarmor
warfare is crucial. Armored vehicles pose a significant threat on the battlefield,
and countering them requires advanced tactics, techniques, and concepts. In this
article, we delve into the comprehensive guide provided by Field Manual FM 23,
exploring the strategies and principles outlined in this essential military resource.

Understanding Field Manual FM 23

Field Manual FM 23, titled "Tactics, Techniques, and Concepts of Antiarmor
Warfare," is a valuable resource used by military personnel to develop effective
antiarmor strategies. This manual provides comprehensive instructions on how to
engage armored vehicles with precision and efficiency.

The Importance of Antiarmor Warfare

The rapid advancements in technology have led to the development of highly
sophisticated armored vehicles. Their ability to penetrate hostile territories and
provide significant firepower poses a grave threat to friendly forces. Antiarmor
warfare is crucial in neutralizing these threats and maintaining the balance of
power on the battlefield.
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Tactics, Techniques, and Concepts Explored in FM 23

Field Manual FM 23 presents a detailed overview of various tactics, techniques,
and concepts that are indispensable in antiarmor warfare. These include:

1. Weapon Employment Zones

2. Antiarmor Ambushes

3. Situational Awareness

4. Indirect Fire Support

5. Camouflage and Concealment

6. Combined Arms Operations

Application in Real-Life Scenarios

Field Manual FM 23 is not just a theoretical guide. It provides practical insights
into real-life combat situations and how to effectively counter armored threats. By
understanding and applying the principles outlined in the manual, military
personnel can enhance their capabilities and adapt to evolving battlefield
conditions.
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Weapon Employment Zones

Understanding weapon employment zones is crucial for effectively engaging
armored vehicles. These zones define the optimal ranges and angles from which
specific antiarmor weapons, such as missiles and cannons, can be employed
with maximum effectiveness.

Antiarmor Ambushes

Antiarmor ambushes are a critical aspect of antiarmor warfare. FM 23 outlines
techniques for setting up successful ambushes, maximizing the element of
surprise, and inflicting significant damage on enemy armored forces while
minimizing friendly casualties.

Situational Awareness

Situational awareness plays a vital role in countering armored threats. Field
Manual FM 23 emphasizes the importance of timely and accurate information
gathering, understanding the battlefield dynamics, and properly utilizing
reconnaissance assets to gain a tactical advantage over armored adversaries.

Indirect Fire Support

Indirect fire support is a powerful tool to disrupt enemy armored movements and
limit their effectiveness. FM 23 delves into the integration of artillery, mortars, and
other indirect fire assets to support antiarmor operations, providing valuable
insights into coordination and synchronization.

Camouflage and Concealment

Camouflage and concealment techniques play a pivotal role in antiarmor warfare.
The manual offers detailed guidance on blending with the surroundings, creating



effective concealment positions, and minimizing the chances of detection by
enemy armored units.

Combined Arms Operations

Field Manual FM 23 emphasizes the significance of combined arms operations in
antiarmor warfare. It highlights the effective coordination between infantry, armor,
artillery, and other supporting elements, enabling synergistic efforts to neutralize
armored threats collectively.

Field Manual FM 23 serves as an essential guide for military personnel involved
in antiarmor warfare. By understanding the tactics, techniques, and concepts
presented in this manual, armed forces can enhance their antiarmor capabilities
and effectively neutralize the threats posed by armored vehicles on the battlefield.
Empower yourself with the knowledge and strategies laid out in FM 23 to ensure
victory and the preservation of friendly forces in antiarmor warfare.
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As we look to the future, one of the infantry’s missions will continue to be to
maintain the capability and readiness to defeat large enemy armor forces. In
accomplishing this mission the infantry will be supported by all available
means; to include at various times, tactical aircraft, field artillery, attack
helicopters (some armed with a TOW), and tanks. But all of this support does not
diminish the requirement that the infantryman be highly skilled and confident in
using his organic antiarmor weapons and expedient devices to slow, canalize,
and destroy armor. Intensive training is required in order to develop such skill and
confidence. Commanders and leaders must be resourceful and imaginative in
training their infantrymen and employing the proper weapons, field expedients,
tactics, and techniques so that the infantry will defeat enemy armor on any future
battlefield
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