
Unveiling the Untold Secrets of Basketball
Legend George Mikan

Humble Beginnings

George Mikan, a name that resonates with basketball greatness. Born on June
18, 1924, Mikan grew up in an era when the game of basketball was still evolving.
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Little did the world know that this towering figure would change the course of the
sport forever.

Revolutionizing the Game

Standing at a remarkable 6 feet 10 inches, Mikan possessed skills and talent that
were unheard of at the time. He was a game-changer who singlehandedly
revolutionized the sport of basketball.
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One of Mikan's most notable contributions was the development of the shot clock.
Faced with numerous defensive strategies aimed at stopping his domination,
Mikan devised a tactic that would change the game's dynamics -- he
implemented the "Mikan Drill." This drill focused on mastering close-range shots
and became an essential training method for players all around the world.

The Birth of a Legend

After a successful college career at DePaul University, George Mikan was drafted
by the Minneapolis Lakers in 1948, marking the beginning of his professional
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basketball journey. His skills and dominance quickly became the talk of the town.

Mikan's impressive statistics speak volumes about his unparalleled abilities on
the court. He became the first player to ever score 10,000 points in his career,
showcasing his scoring prowess and unstoppable offensive plays.

The Challenges Faced

Despite his undeniable talent, George Mikan faced numerous challenges
throughout his career. One significant hurdle was the lack of competition due to
his sheer dominance. To level the playing field, the NBA widened the key, also
known as the "Mikan Rule," as a direct response to Mikan's dominance in the
paint.

Additionally, Mikan's accomplishments were achieved during an era when
national television coverage and widespread media attention were scarce. As a
result, many basketball fans today are unaware of the incredible impact this
legendary figure had on the sport.

A Lasting Legacy

George Mikan's influence extended far beyond his playing days. Widely regarded
as one of the game's pioneers, he paved the way for future generations of
centers and forwards. His size, strength, and unmatched skill set inspired
countless aspiring basketball players to push their limits and strive for greatness.

Mikan's legacy is also evident in the development of strategies and rules
implemented by the NBA. His dominance prompted defensive strategies such as
zone defense to be introduced, reshaping the game's tactics and forcing
opponents to find new ways to counter his impact.

Remembering a Legend



Although George Mikan passed away on June 1, 2005, his impact on the game of
basketball remains indelible. His influence continues to resonate with players,
coaches, and basketball enthusiasts worldwide.

So, how well do you know about Mr. Basketball George Mikan? Take a moment
to reflect on his game-changing contributions, his unmatched dominance, and the
incredible legacy he left behind. Explore the life of this basketball legend and
discover the hidden stories that made him the icon he is today.
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George Mikan was a professional basketball player who played in the National
Basketball Association. Besides the National Basketball League, this legend also
played for the Basketball Association of American. Furthermore, he served as a
center for Chicago American Gears and Minneapolis Lakers. The late
basketballer was also an NBA coach. Mikan coached his former NBA team
Minneapolis Lakers, now known as Los Angeles Lakers, from 1957-58. Besides
that, the legendary player helped implement many NBA rules. Some of the rules
are goaltending, shot clock, and the Mikan rule. Moreover, he played a critical
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role in the formation of the NBA team Minnesota Timberwolves. Hence, to honor
him, Timberwolves has a Mikan statue shooting his trademark hook shot in their
Target Center. Aside from that, the basketball world regards him as one of the
greatest players of all time. Likewise, he was also one of the 50 Greatest Players
in NBA History in 1966. The former basketball player played collegiate basketball
at DePaul University. Correspondingly, he was an outstanding center for the
DePaul Blue Demons. George passed away just 17 days before his 81st birthday
on June 1, 2005. He died due to complications from his diabetes. Before getting
into details about the legendary player’s life, career, and death, here are some
quick facts about him.
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