
Unveiling the Untold Stories: Flag Officers of
the Arc de Triomphe (1789-1815)
The Arc de Triomphe, standing tall and majestic at the western end of the
Champs-Élysées in Paris, is not just a spectacular architectural marvel but also a
symbol of France's rich history. Built to honor those who fought and sacrificed for
France during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, the monument
holds countless fascinating stories.

In this article, we delve deep into the world of the Arc de Triomphe and shed light
on the often overlooked individuals who played vital roles as Flag Officers during
this tumultuous period from 1789 to 1815.

The Birth of the Arc de Triomphe

The idea for the Arc de Triomphe was conceived by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1806,
even before his victorious campaigns had ended. He envisioned a grand arch to
celebrate France's military prowess and to honor his brave soldiers.
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Construction of the Arc de Triomphe began in 1806 and was completed in 1836,
long after Napoleon's reign. The monument stands at an impressive height of 164
feet and features intricate reliefs and inscriptions that narrate the stories of
France's military victories.

Flag Officers: Heroes Behind the Scenes

While the Arc de Triomphe is primarily dedicated to the soldiers who fought on the
battlefields, it is crucial to recognize the influential role played by the Flag
Officers. These high-ranking military officers were responsible for leading their
troops, strategizing battles, and upholding the honor and values of France.

1. Marshal Louis-Alexandre Berthier: As Napoleon's most trusted advisor and
chief of staff, Marshal Berthier played a pivotal role in planning and executing the
military campaigns. His exceptional organizational skills and strategic acumen
made him an indispensable figure in Napoleon's military victories.

2. Admiral François Joseph Paul de Grasse: This naval officer played a crucial
role in ensuring French dominance at sea during the Napoleonic Wars. His
expertise and tactical brilliance in naval battles secured numerous victories for
France, including the famous Battle of the Nile in 1798.

3. General Jean-Baptiste Jourdan: Known for his remarkable leadership skills,
General Jourdan commanded several successful campaigns during the French
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. His military strategies and tactical decisions
played a significant role in shaping France's military successes.
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4. General Jean-Baptiste Kléber: Renowned for his bravery and innovative
tactics, General Kléber played a vital role in securing French victories in Egypt
and Syria. His exceptional skills as an infantry commander made him one of the
most respected Flag Officers during this period.

Legacy and Impact

The Flag Officers of the Arc de Triomphe left a lasting legacy that extended far
beyond their time. Their contributions to France's military successes continue to
inspire generations of military personnel worldwide.

By immortalizing the names and achievements of these extraordinary individuals
on the monument, the Arc de Triomphe serves as a reminder of the sacrifices
made by the Flag Officers and their soldiers for the glory of France.

In

The Arc de Triomphe stands not only as an impressive architectural wonder but
also as a testament to the indomitable spirit and bravery of those who fought for
France from 1789 to 1815. The Flag Officers played a crucial role in shaping the
course of history during this period, and their extraordinary achievements deserve
recognition.

As we admire the grandeur of the Arc de Triomphe, let us also remember and
honor the unsung heroes who led the way and protected the values of France
with unwavering dedication and courage.

So, the next time you visit Paris, take a moment to appreciate the stories etched
on the Arc de Triomphe and reflect on the incredible contributions of the Flag
Officers who fought valiantly for a nation they truly believed in.
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“A most readable and interesting work . . . deserves a place on the shelves of
anyone interested in war at sea during the Great French Wars.” —Nautical
Research Journal 
 
On the four sides of the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, serried tablets display the
names of 660 honored commanders of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars.
Most are those of generals and marshals of the French Army—but 26 of them are
those of admirals, commanders of the fleets of Republican and Napoleonic
France.
 
In Napoleon’s Admirals, Richard Humble presents not only their individual stories,
but an entirely new appraisal of the Anglo-French naval war of 1793-1814: the
longest sea war in modern history.
 
Many myths are exploded in this book—from the long-held idea that aristocratic
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officers of the French Navy emigrated en masse when the Revolution came,
leaving the Navy leaderless and doomed to repeated defeats at sea, to the
popular British belief that the naval war ended with Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar.
 
Of the 26 “Admirals of the Arc,” 23 had learned their trade in the French royal and
merchant navies of the ancien régime. Republican France could call on a wide
range of seasoned combat veterans from the American Revolutionary War (1778-
83), whose stories are a revelation in themselves.
 
In his account of the men who imposed such a strain in on the world’s greatest
Navy for 21 years, Richard Humble has provided a remarkable addition to the
well-worn pages of conventional naval history.
 
“Not only authoritative; it makes a very enjoyable and instructive read.” —The
Napoleon Series 
 
“Fills a major gap in this largely neglected period in French naval history.” —
International Journal of Maritime History
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