
Unveiling the Untold Stories: Shocking
Contemporary American Accounts Of The
Upper And Lower Canada Rebellions Of 1837
Have you ever wondered about the hidden truths behind the Upper and Lower
Canada Rebellions of 1837? Explore this captivating article to unravel the
shocking contemporary American accounts of these historic revolts! Brace
yourself for an eye-opening journey through time!

The Historical Background

Before diving into the contemporary American narratives, let's briefly review the
historical background of the Upper and Lower Canada Rebellions. In the late
1830s, both Upper and Lower Canada were facing political and socioeconomic
turmoil, leading to widespread dissatisfaction among the citizens.

In Upper Canada (present-day Ontario), tensions were rising due to grievances
related to land speculation, political corruption, and the absence of responsible
government. In Lower Canada (present-day Quebec), French Canadians were
resentful of the British ruling class that dominated the government and
disregarded French culture and language.
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American Perspectives: A Hidden Gem

While the rebellions were primarily internal conflicts within the British colonies,
contemporary American perspectives shed light on the impact they had beyond
Canadian borders. American newspapers extensively covered the events,
providing unique insights and alternative viewpoints.

America's Perception of the Rebellions

Contrary to the British narrative, many Americans sympathized with the Canadian
rebels and saw their cause as a fight against tyranny and oppression. American
newspapers depicted the rebellions as a struggle for democratic principles and as
an extension of the American Revolution.

These accounts provoked deep discussions among Americans, raising questions
about their own political system and its vulnerabilities.

Events That Captivated American Attention

Several events during the rebellions captured the imaginations of Americans and
intensified their interest in the Canadian conflict. One of the most renowned
episodes was the Battle of Montgomery's Tavern in Upper Canada, where the
rebels' defeat shocked many American readers.

The burning of the Parliament Buildings in Lower Canada was another significant
event that garnered attention. American newspapers vividly reported on this act of
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rebellion, fueling debates and discussions throughout the United States.

The Role of American Sympathizers

Americans not only observed the rebellions from afar but actively participated in
supporting the Canadian rebels. Many American volunteers crossed the border to
join the rebel forces, while others provided financial aid and supplies to sustain
their cause.

These acts of solidarity created a lasting bond between American sympathizers
and the Canadian rebels, forging a connection that went beyond national borders.

The Impact on American Society

The contemporary American accounts of the Upper and Lower Canada
Rebellions had a significant impact on American society. These narratives
sparked discussions about democracy, government accountability, and the
importance of citizen involvement.

Furthermore, the events in Canada served as a reminder of the United States'
own revolutionary past and the ongoing struggle for liberty and justice.

As we dig deep into the hidden narratives of the Upper and Lower Canada
Rebellions, the contemporary American accounts offer a fresh perspective on
these historic events. These accounts reveal the impact the rebellions had not
only within Canada but also on the American psyche and their perception of
democracy.

So, join us on this intriguing journey into the past and discover the untold stories
that continue to shape our understanding of history!
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“ “The Canada War”: Contemporary American Accounts of the Upper and Lower
Canada Rebellions of 1837” is a collection of American and Canadian newspaper
reports about the 1837 rebellions in Canada. These articles were published at the
time that the revolts were taking place.

In the 1830s Canada was a British colony divided into two main provinces, Upper
Canada (modern-day Ontario) and Lower Canada (modern-day Quebec). Upper
Canada was a mostly English-speaking province, while Lower Canada was
mainly French-speaking.

The first Europeans to colonize the Canadian mainland in the early 17th century
had been the French. While France occupied the St. Lawrence River Valley in
modern-day Quebec, England colonized the east coasts of what is now the
United States. Meanwhile the Dutch settled modern-day New York State. The
French colony in Canada was known as New France, and its capital, Quebec
City, was heavily fortified.
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The Dutch colonies eventually came under English control, leaving the French
and English to compete for control of the continent. The French and British fought
a series of wars through the 17th and 18th centuries. These wars were often
international in scope, and involved fighting in Europe, the Caribbean, India, and
elsewhere, in addition to North America.

Finally, during the Seven Years’ War (known in North America as the French and
Indian War), the British captured the French stronghold of Quebec in 1759 at the
Battle of the Plains of Abraham.

This victory brought all of central-eastern North America under British control. In
the 1770s, however, the English-speaking colonists of the 13 colonies rebelled
against British rule. The American Revolution, or American War of Independence,
ended with British recognition of the independent United States in 1781.

This left Britain with control of modern-day Canada, whose mainly French-
speaking residents had not joined the English-speaking Americans in their revolt
against the British. The American Revolution sent Loyalist Anglo-American
refugees fleeing into Canada. Many settled in modern-day southern Ontario,
which the British turned into a new colony, called Upper Canada, in the 1790s.

In the 1830s some of the people of Upper and Lower Canada began to call for
more representative and democratic government, like that of their American
neighbors to the south. The most radical reformers wanted to establish an
independent Canadian republic like the Americans had earlier.

But the Canadian radicals focused more on rhetoric than serious preparations for
an armed revolution. When the revolts broke out in 1837 they were unplanned. In
November 7, 1837 Canadian patriot supporters rioted in Montreal, in Lower
Canada (Quebec).



Authorities tried to arrest the leader of the Reform Party, Louis-Joseph Papineau,
and supporters. Armed conflict broke out when the patriots put up armed
resistance to the officials who had come to arrest them. Fighting spread across
the province, but the better armed government troops soon defeated the rebels.
One of the largest battles was fought at a rebel-held church in Saint-Eustache.

In English-speaking Upper Canada, the leader of the local Reform Party, former
Toronto mayor William Lyon Mackenzie, quickly organized a rebellion of his own
when news of the Lower Canada revolt reached the province.

Mackenzie’s followers gathered at a tavern at Yonge and Eglinton streets, in what
is now North Toronto / Davisville. The rebels marched south to capture the city,
but were defeated by the local militia. After that Mackenzie’s revolt collapsed and
rebels deserted.

Both Papineau and Mackenzie fled to the United States, hoping to re-organize
their supporters to invade Canada with American help. Many Americans were
sympathetic to the Canadian rebels, but invasion efforts were unsuccessful.
Eventually both men were allowed to return to Canada, and the British
government granted Canadians more representative, democratic, parliamentary g
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