
Unveiling the Untold Stories of Sport in
Capitalist Society: A Short History That Will
Amaze You!
Have you ever wondered how sports have evolved in a capitalist society? Join us
on a captivating journey as we uncover the enthralling history of sport in the
realm of capitalism. From its humble beginnings to its immense
commercialization, this article will provide you with a deep understanding of how
sports have shaped and been shaped by capitalist societies throughout history.

1. The Birth of Modern Sport



In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the Industrial Revolution gave birth to
the modern concept of sport. As societies transitioned from agrarianism to
industrialization, people sought entertainment and leisure activities. The working
class embraced sports as an avenue to escape the harsh realities of their
laborious lives.
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Industrialization also brought about advancements in transportation and
communication, enabling the growth of national and international competitions. As
capitalist societies flourished, so did the reach and popularity of sports.

2. The Rise of Commercialization
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As capitalism continued to gain prominence, the commercialization of sports
became inevitable. In the 20th century, corporations recognized the immense
potential for profit within the sports industry, leading to the birth of sponsorship
deals, advertising, and a surge of media coverage.

The rapid growth of television and the advent of the internet further propelled this
commercialization. Major sporting events became a perfect platform for brands to
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reach millions of viewers and consumers worldwide. The iconic Super Bowl
commercials and the FIFA World Cup sponsorships are prime examples of how
capitalism transformed sports into lucrative business opportunities.

3. The Dichotomy of Amateur and Professional Sports

One significant consequence of capitalism's influence on sports is the distinction
between amateur and professional competitions. While amateur sports stemmed
from the grassroots level, often driven by passion and love for the game,
professionalism introduced the concept of financial incentives.

In capitalist societies, professional athletes began to earn significant monetary
rewards, making sports a viable career choice. However, this shift also raised
concerns about the commercialization affecting the purity and integrity of sports.
Balancing financial gains with the spirit of fair competition has become an
ongoing battle for governing bodies.
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4. Expanding Global Reach

Capitalism's influence on sports is not limited to individual nations. Globalization
and the increasing interconnectedness of the world have transformed sporting
events into global phenomena. International competitions like the Olympic Games
and the FIFA World Cup attract massive viewership and participation from various
nations.
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With capitalism at the helm, these sporting events have become platforms for
cultural exchange, diplomacy, and economic expansion. Major corporations
sponsor teams and athletes from multiple countries, making sports a catalyst for
globalization in the capitalist era.

5. Inequality and Exploitation
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While capitalism has undoubtedly propelled sports to unprecedented heights, it
has also brought forth issues of inequality and exploitation. Financial disparities
exist within sporting realms, where monetary resources often dictate success.

In capitalist societies, access to top-tier coaching, state-of-the-art facilities, and
equipment heavily impact an athlete's performance and potential for success.
This inequality extends beyond athletes and affects fans as well, with ticket prices
and merchandise becoming increasingly unaffordable for many.

The journey of sport in capitalist societies is a complex and fascinating one. From
its humble beginnings as a means of escape for the working class to its
transformation into a multi-billion dollar industry, sports continue to shape and be
shaped by capitalism.

As we contemplate the evolution of sports, it becomes crucial to strike a balance
between commercialization and preserving the integrity and inclusivity of these
games. Only by addressing the inequalities and exploitative practices within the
capitalist sporting system can we ensure that sports remain a source of joy and
inspiration for all.
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Why are the Olympic Games the driving force behind a clampdown on civil
liberties?

What makes sport an unwavering ally of nationalism and militarism?

Is sport the new opiate of the masses?

These and many other questions are answered in this new radical history of sport
by leading historian of sport and society, Professor Tony Collins.

Tracing the history of modern sport from its origins in the burgeoning capitalist
economy of mid-eighteenth century England to the globalised corporate sport of
today, the book argues that, far from the purity of sport being ‘corrupted’ by
capitalism, modern sport is as much a product of capitalism as the factory, the
stock exchange and the unemployment line.

Based on original sources, the book explains how sport has been shaped and
moulded by the major political and economic events of the past two centuries,
such as the French Revolution, the rise of modern nationalism and imperialism,
the Russian Revolution, the Cold War and the imposition of the neo-liberal
agenda in the last decades of the twentieth century. It highlights the symbiotic
relationship between the media and sport, from the simultaneous emergence of
print capitalism and modern sport in Georgian England to the rise of Murdoch’s
global satellite television empire in the twenty-first century, and for the first time it
explores the alternative, revolutionary models of sport in the early twentieth
century.

Sport in a Capitalist Society is the first sustained attempt to explain the
emergence of modern sport around the world as an integral part of the
globalisation of capitalism. It is essential reading for anybody with an interest in



the history or sociology of sport, or the social and cultural history of the modern
world.
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