
Unveiling the Untold Story Behind the
Ringside Affair Boxing Last Golden Age
The Rise and Fall of Boxing

If there is one sport that has witnessed a remarkable rise and fall, it is
undoubtedly boxing. Known as the "Sweet Science," boxing has captured the
hearts and minds of millions around the world for centuries. From legendary
fighters like Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson to historic heavyweight bouts, the
sport has enjoyed various golden ages throughout history. However, in recent
years, boxing has experienced a decline in popularity and struggled to regain its
glory. This article aims to delve into the ringside affair boxing last golden age and
shed light on the factors contributing to its downfall.

A Glimpse into the Past

Boxing's golden age refers to a period when the sport flourished both in terms of
popularity and talent. The last golden age of boxing was said to be between the
1970s and the 1990s. During this era, iconic fighters such as Muhammad Ali,
Sugar Ray Leonard, and Mike Tyson dominated the ring, captivating audiences
with their exceptional skills and charismatic personalities. Fights like the "Thrilla in
Manila" and the "Rumble in the Jungle" became legendary moments in boxing
history.

The Rise of Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)

One crucial factor behind the decline of boxing is the rise of mixed martial arts
(MMA). Over the past two decades, MMA has gained significant momentum,
attracting a younger audience. The brutal nature of MMA, combining various
disciplines like wrestling, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and Muay Thai, has appealed to a



generation seeking immediate thrills. Consequently, boxing has struggled to
compete with the rawness and diversity offered by MMA.
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Commercialization and Pay-Per-View

Another reason for the decline of boxing is the influence of commercialization and
pay-per-view (PPV) model. In the past, boxing matches were often aired on free
television, allowing a broader audience to witness the action-packed battles.
However, with the advent of PPV, boxing enthusiasts are required to pay a hefty
fee to watch the fights, limiting the sport's accessibility and alienating casual fans.
This shift has created a barrier between the boxing world and the general public,
contributing to its decline.

Lack of Exciting Heavyweight Division

Throughout history, the heavyweight division has been the crown jewel of boxing.
The likes of Muhammad Ali, Joe Frazier, and George Foreman showcased their
talents to captivated audiences worldwide. However, in recent years, the
heavyweight division has lacked dominant and captivating figures. The absence
of charismatic heavyweight champions has contributed to the decline of boxing's
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popularity, as it has failed to generate the same level of excitement and fan
engagement.

Issues with Judging and Corruption

Judging controversies and corruption have also tarnished boxing's reputation.
Throughout its history, boxing has witnessed questionable verdicts and biased
decisions that have left fans frustrated and disillusioned. Instances of corrupt
practices within the sport have raised doubts about the integrity of the sport,
diminishing its credibility over time.

Changing Cultural Preferences

Society's changing cultural preferences have played a significant role in boxing's
decline. With the advent of technology and the rise of e-sports, traditional sports
like boxing have faced stiff competition for audience attention. The younger
generation's shifting interests towards digital entertainment and instant
gratification have impacted the sport's appeal, causing a decline in viewership
and participation.

The Road to Redemption

Though boxing may be experiencing a decline, it is not too late for the sport to
reclaim its former glory. To reinvigorate boxing, several changes and strategies
need to be implemented:

1. Embrace the digital age by utilizing social media platforms and streaming
services to reach wider audiences.

2. Promote grassroots boxing programs to nurture young talent and regain
interest from the next generation.



3. Enhance judging protocols to ensure fairness and transparency, rebuilding
trust among fans.

4. Explore potential collaborations between boxing and MMA to create exciting
crossover events that captivate diverse audiences.

5. Revive the heavyweight division by fostering talented fighters who possess
both skill and charisma.

In

The ringside affair boxing last golden age saw the sport at its peak, captivating
audiences worldwide. However, various factors, such as the rise of MMA,
commercialization, lack of exciting heavyweights, judging controversies, and
changing cultural preferences, have contributed to boxing's decline. By taking
proactive steps and adapting to the evolving trends, boxing can potentially revive
itself and once again regain its status as one of the most thrilling and beloved
sports in the world.
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For three decades at the end of the twentieth century – throughout boxing's most
engrossing era – James Lawton was ringside, covering every significant bout,
spending time with the likes of Muhammad Ali, Sugar Ray Leonard, Marvelous
Marvin Hagler, Tommy Hitman Hearns, Roberto Duran, Mike Tyson, Lennox
Lewis, Evander Holyfield and many other great fighters.

Lawton found himself captivated by the sport as he followed it around the world.
From a big fight's initial announcement, through the fighters' punishing training
regimes, the overblown press conferences and dramatic weigh-ins, up to the bout
itself and its savage fall-out – Lawton observed and absorbed it all, grateful for
the remarkable access he was afforded. He witnessed Ali screaming in pain for
his dressing-room lights to be turned out after a fight; he was there to meet Tyson
at the prison gates on his release in 1992; he listened as former champions wept
while struggling to find their new place in the world. As part of a small, tight-knit
group of sportswriters with the privilege of covering each fight in such intimate
detail, Lawton formed lifelong friendships and found himself forever altered by
being caught up in the whirlwind of a sport at its most spellbinding.

A Ringside Affair brings that brilliant epoch back to life – and puts it in the
perspective it deserves. It salutes the epic quality of boxing's last years of glory,
retraces arguably the richest inheritance bequeathed to any sport, and speculates
on the possibility that we will never see such fighting again. It is part celebration,
part lament, but perhaps most of all it is a personal record of some of most
enthralling and challenging days produced by the world's oldest sport.
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