
Unveiling the Untold Story: Gariwerd An
Environmental History Of The Grampians
In the heart of Victoria, Australia lies the majestic mountain range known as the
Grampians, or Gariwerd in the local indigenous dialect. These ancient peaks hold
a rich environmental history that dates back thousands of years, intertwining with
the stories of the traditional owners of the land, the Aboriginal people. Join us as
we delve into the captivating tale of how Gariwerd has evolved over time, shaping
a unique ecosystem and becoming a cherished natural wonder.

The Indigenous Connection

The Aboriginal people have a profound spiritual and cultural connection to
Gariwerd, which is believed to be the home of their creator deity. For thousands
of years, they have lived in harmony with the land, relying on its resources while
respecting its delicate balance. Ancient rock art sites scattered throughout the
Grampians depict stories of their ancestral beings and the important role
Gariwerd played in their lives.

Ancient Geological Processes

The geological history of Gariwerd is captivating. Formed more than 400 million
years ago, the mountains primarily consist of sandstone and shale formations.
Through the ages, tectonic plate movements and glacial erosion sculpted the
towering cliffs, gentle slopes, and breathtaking valleys you see today. The unique
geological features of Gariwerd were formed through the ceaseless dance
between earth's powerful forces.
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Flora and Fauna

Gariwerd is home to an astonishing variety of plant and animal species, many of
which are endemic to the region. The diverse array of habitats within the
Grampians provides a haven for wildlife and contributes to its extraordinary
biodiversity. From the striking yellow flowers of the Grampians Thryptomene to
the elusive Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies, Gariwerd boasts a tapestry of life that
delights and inspires all who visit.

Impacts of European Settlement

With the arrival of European settlers in the 19th century, Gariwerd faced
significant changes and challenges. The land was used for grazing, and invasive
species were introduced, leading to the disruption of native ecosystems. The
Aboriginal people were dispossessed of their lands, causing great injustice and
impacting their spiritual connection to Gariwerd. These actions dramatically
altered the delicate balance that had existed for centuries.

Environmental Conservation Efforts

Recognizing the ecological value and significance of Gariwerd, the Australian
government took steps to preserve this natural gem. In 1984, the Grampians
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National Park was established, ensuring the protection of its unique flora and
fauna. Ongoing conservation efforts focus on restoring damaged ecosystems,
managing invasive species, and working closely with the indigenous community
to revive their cultural practices and connection to the land.

Exploring Gariwerd Today

Today, Gariwerd welcomes thousands of visitors each year, offering a range of
recreational activities. From hiking and rock climbing to camping and wildlife
spotting, there are numerous ways to immerse yourself in the beauty and
tranquility of this ancient landscape. As you explore the Grampians, remember to
tread lightly, respecting the fragile ecosystems and the cultural significance it
holds for the indigenous people.

Gariwerd, with its deep environmental history and spiritual significance, is a
testament to the resilience and interdependence of nature and humanity. As we
uncover the secrets of this ancient land, we are reminded of the importance of
preserving and respecting the natural wonders that surround us. Let us embrace
the wisdom of the Aboriginal people and work together to ensure that Gariwerd
continues to thrive, providing solace, inspiration, and a glimpse into the past for
generations to come.
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People have been visiting and living in the Victorian Grampians, also known as
Gariwerd, for thousands of generations. They have both witnessed and caused
vast environmental transformations in and around the ranges. Gariwerd: An
Environmental History of the Grampians explores the geological and ecological
significance of the mountains and combines research from across disciplines to
tell the story of how humans and the environment have interacted, and how the
ways people have thought about the environments of the ranges have changed
through time.

In this new account, historian Benjamin Wilkie examines how Djab wurrung and
Jardwadjali people and their ancestors lived in and around the mountains, how
they managed the land and natural resources, and what kinds of archaeological
evidence they have left behind over the past 20 000 years. He explores the
history of European colonisation in the area from the middle of the 19th century
and considers the effects of this on both the first people of Gariwerd and the
environments of the ranges and their surrounding plains in western Victoria. The
book covers the rise of science, industry and tourism in the mountains, and traces
the eventual declaration of the Grampians National Park in 1984. Finally, it
examines more recent debates about the past, present and future of the park,
including over its significant Indigenous history and heritage.

Winner, 2020 Victorian Community History Awards: Local History Small
Publication Award
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