
Use These 10 Little-Known Secrets of the Pros
to Catch More and Bigger Walleye
The Exciting World of Walleye Fishing

Walleye fishing is not only a thrilling outdoor activity but also a sport enjoyed by
many enthusiasts around the world. Landing a walleye can be quite challenging,
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as these elusive creatures have well-developed senses and adaptability.
Thankfully, there are some secrets of the pros that can help you become a
master walleye angler. In this article, we will unveil ten little-known strategies to
catch more and bigger walleye. So, grab your fishing gear, and get ready to reel
in the big ones!

1. Research the Water

One of the most important secrets to catching walleye is understanding their
habitat and habits. Conduct thorough research on the body of water you're
planning to fish in. Identify prime locations such as rock bars, weed beds,
submerged structures, and drop-offs. Knowing where walleye typically hide will
significantly increase your chances of success.
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2. Time It Right

Timing is crucial when it comes to walleye fishing. These fish are more active
during low-light conditions, such as dawn and dusk. Plan your fishing trips
accordingly to coincide with these periods. Additionally, keep an eye on weather
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patterns, as walleye are known to feed aggressively before storms or significant
changes in weather.

3. Master the Art of Jigging

Jigging is a highly effective technique for catching walleye. It involves using a jig,
a weighted hook, and a soft plastic bait. Mastering jigging requires finesse and
understanding the movement patterns of these fish. Experiment with different
jigging motions, varying retrieve speeds, and even color combinations to entice
walleye into biting.

4. Utilize Live Bait Wisely

While soft plastic baits work well, using live bait can significantly increase your
chances of attracting walleye. Leeches, minnows, and nightcrawlers are all
excellent options. When presenting live bait, ensure it is lively and positioned at
the appropriate depth. Hooking the bait strategically, such as through the lips or
behind the dorsal fin, provides a more natural presentation.
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5. Opt for Light Line and Sensitive Rods

When targeting walleye, it is vital to use light yet durable fishing line. A
monofilament line in the 6 to 10-pound test range is ideal. Coupling it with a
sensitive rod allows you to detect the subtlest of bites. The combination of light
line and a sensitive rod enhances your ability to feel the walleye’s movements
and react accordingly.

6. Understand Walleye Feeding Patterns

Walleye feeding patterns vary depending on the time of year and water
conditions. During early spring and fall, walleye tend to be closer to shorelines or
near shallower water areas. In summer, they often move to deeper waters.
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Understanding these patterns allows you to adjust your fishing strategy and target
walleye where they are most likely to be feeding.

7. Apply Stealthy Approaches

Walleye have exceptional vision and can be easily spooked. Applying a stealthy
approach will ensure you don't scare them away. Minimize noise, avoid heavy
boat wakes, and move quietly. Anchoring can also be advantageous, especially
when fishing from a boat, as it reduces unnecessary movement and vibrations.

8. Experiment with Lure Selections

The choice of lure greatly influences your success in catching walleye.
Experiment with various types, sizes, and colors to determine what works best in
specific conditions. Crankbaits, spinners, and soft plastic swimbaits are popular
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bait choices among walleye anglers. Remember to match the size and color to
what the walleye are naturally feeding on.

9. Properly Handle and Release Walleye

Conservation of this magnificent species is vital for sustainable fishing. Treat
walleye with care when caught. Use a landing net to minimize stress and avoid
touching the fish excessively. If you plan to release the fish, gently hold it in an
upright position underwater until it revives and swims away. Proper handling
ensures the survival of walleye populations for future generations.

10. Keep Learning and Stay Persistent



Walleye fishing is a continuous learning process. Stay up-to-date with the latest
techniques, technology, and strategies shared by professional anglers. Attend
fishing seminars and read reputable fishing publications to further enhance your
knowledge. Remember, persistence plays a significant role in becoming a
successful angler. Don’t be discouraged by slow days; each trip is an opportunity
to gain valuable experience.
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By utilizing these ten little-known secrets of the pros, you are on your way to
catching more and bigger walleye. Remember, preparation, understanding the
fish, and continuously improving your skills will pay off in the exciting and
rewarding world of walleye fishing. So, get out there, enjoy the thrill of the chase,
and bring home your prized walleye catch!
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Discover the pro secrets for catching more and bigger walleye. Walleyes may be
the most popular game fish in America after bass, and for good reason.
Consistently catching this temperamental game fish can be a major challenge,
but when you succeed, the reward is a tasty meal of what's commonly considered
the best-tasting freshwater fish. In this expertly written book, pro angler Mark
Martin shares never-before-published advice for catching the big ones, including
insider tips and techniques by season. See how to trick out your boat and the
importance of breaklines in spring. Discover how to adjust for water depth and
use live bait in summer. Find out the importance of location, location, location--
and learn how to work weed beds in the fall. And try Martin's gear choices and
favorite bait, jigs, and spoons for fishing in winter. Whether you are a beginner,
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intermediate, or expert angler, you will benefit from this complex course on
walleye fishing.
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