
Volunteer Writes Home: A Life-
Changing Journey of Discovery and
Inspiration!

When embarking on a journey to volunteer abroad, little did I know that it would

become a life-changing experience overflowing with joy, discovery, and personal
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growth. From the moment I arrived in a different country, I was captivated by the

vibrant culture, heartwarming smiles, and the immense impact individuals can

make when they come together. In this article, I will take you on my incredible

journey and share the profound lessons I learned while volunteering abroad.

Discovering a Passion for Education

While volunteering at a local school in a rural village, I was deeply moved by the

children's enthusiasm for learning. Despite limited resources, their thirst for

knowledge was unquenchable. Witnessing their determination and appreciation

for education ignited a fire within me.
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Driven by their resilience, I dedicated myself to assisting the school's teachers.

From creating engaging lesson plans to organizing extracurricular activities, I

found an unexpected sense of fulfillment. It was here that I discovered my passion

for education and realized the profound impact education can have on individuals

and entire communities.

Empowering Local Entrepreneurs
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While volunteering in a rural community, I became acquainted with several local

entrepreneurs striving to improve their livelihoods. The strength they exhibited in

the face of adversity was truly inspiring. As I connected with these individuals, I

started assisting them in developing business plans, acquiring necessary

resources, and marketing their products.

Witnessing the transformation these entrepreneurs experienced brought tears of

joy to my eyes. It was a testament to the power of empowerment and the ripple

effect of support. Through empowering local entrepreneurs, I learned that small

actions can result in significant changes and create a positive cycle of progress

within the community.

Building Stronger Communities

Volunteering in various communities allowed me to witness firsthand the power of

unity and collective action. By organizing community events, creating safe spaces

for dialogue, and promoting sustainable practices, I witnessed the incredible

cohesiveness and positive changes that can transpire when individuals come

together for a shared cause.

I learned that by embracing diversity and promoting inclusivity, communities can

thrive and overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges. The bonds formed

within these communities enhanced their resilience and fostered an environment

of trust, support, and innovation.

A Personal Transformation

Volunteering abroad not only shaped the lives of those I worked with; it also

profoundly impacted my own life. Stepping out of my comfort zone and immersing

myself in unfamiliar cultures made me realize the limitless potential within myself.



It taught me to embrace challenges, be adaptable, and to find beauty in the

unknown.

Moreover, volunteering helped me redefine my values and priorities. It made me

appreciate the things I often took for granted and reinforced the importance of

gratitude, compassion, and empathy. It sparked a desire to continue making a

positive difference in the world, whether through volunteering, philanthropy, or

simply spreading kindness in everyday life.

The journey of a volunteer is one of self-discovery, growth, and making a lasting

impact on the lives of others. As I reflect on my experiences abroad, I am filled

with a deep sense of gratitude for the opportunities I had and the lessons I

learned.

If you are contemplating volunteering abroad, I encourage you to take the leap

and embark on this transformative journey. Your contribution, no matter how

small, can make a substantial difference in the lives of those less fortunate. And

in the process, you may just discover new passions, new perspectives, and a

renewed zest for life.
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Letters from the Spanish Civil War provides a unique perspective into the

motivations that led a young man from the American heartland to defy U.S.

neutrality and travel to Spain to fight in defense of democracy against Nazi-and

Fascist-backed aggression. Born in a small town in rural Ohio, Carl Geiser came

from a deeply religious German-speaking family that had recently emigrated from

Switzerland. The onset of the Great Depression exposed Geiser to the reality of

hard times and discrimination, challenging his belief that hard work would bring

self-reliance and just rewards. This awakening led him to question the logic and

values of capitalism and to become active in a range of youth and student

organizations linked to the Communist Party.

Following the 1936 military uprising that was supported by Hitler and Mussolini

against Spain’s legally elected Republican government, Geiser decided that more

needed to be done than simply delivering speeches and raising money to fight

fascism. Joining with over 35,000 volunteers from fifty countries to cross the

Pyrenees and help defend the beleaguered and isolated government, Geiser

acted on his personal political ideology, which was based on American small-town

communal values and internationalist ideals of class-based solidarity.

In Letters from the Spanish Civil War, possibly the largest surviving collection of

letters written by a U.S. volunteer during this conflict, Geiser eloquently describes

to family and friends the deep personal motivations that led him to risk his life to

defend democracy in a faraway country. His detailed descriptions of the daily

reality of warfare in one of the first battlefields of World War II sought to inspire

those back home to awaken the U.S. public opinion and policy makers to the

global threat of Fascist expansionism.
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