
Who Started World War? History Guide for 6th
Grade Children Comprehending Military Past
In the realm of historical events, World War stands as one of the most significant
periods that shaped the course of the 20th century. For 6th-grade children,
comprehending the origins and key players of World War can be both engaging
and informative. This article aims to provide a brief insight into the initiation of
World War, its major factions, and the significant figures responsible for igniting
this global conflict.

The Outbreak of World War I

World War I, also known as the Great War, began in 1914 and lasted until 1918.
The main catalyst that triggered the war was the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in Sarajevo. Ferdinand's assassination led to a
series of diplomatic tensions and alliances among European nations.

Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire formed the Central Powers,
while France, Russia, and the United Kingdom (along with later additions such as
the United States) formed the Allied Powers.
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Key Figures and Their Roles

Gavrilo Princip

Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian Serb nationalist, assassinated Archduke Franz
Ferdinand. This act is considered one of the main triggers of World War I.
Princip's motive was rooted in Bosnian desire for independence from Austria-
Hungary.

Kaiser Wilhelm II
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Kaiser Wilhelm II, the German emperor, played a significant role in escalating
tensions among European powers. He pursued an assertive and imperialistic
foreign policy, expanding Germany's military capabilities and challenging the
dominance of other major European nations.

Czar Nicholas II
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Czar Nicholas II, the last emperor of Russia, faced various domestic issues that
weakened his leadership. His involvement in World War I led to significant losses
for the Russian Empire and ultimately played a role in the Russian Revolution of
1917.

Causes of World War II
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Following the Treaty of Versailles that ended World War I, various economic,
political, and social factors set the stage for the rise of Nazi Germany and the
outbreak of World War II.

Germany, under the leadership of Adolf Hitler, aggressively pursued territorial
expansion and racial superiority. The failure of international alliances to contain
Hitler's ambitions eventually led to the eruption of World War II.

Adolf Hitler



Adolf Hitler, as the leader of the Nazi Party, became the Chancellor of Germany
in 1933. Hitler's aggressive foreign policies and his ideology of Aryan racial
superiority caused widespread devastation and led to the Holocaust, in which
millions of people, primarily Jews, were persecuted and murdered.

Involvement of Major Powers

World War II involved several major powers, both allies, and axis.
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Winston Churchill

As the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom during World War II, Winston
Churchill played a crucial role in leading the Allied Powers against the Axis
Powers. His speeches and determination inspired the British people to stand firm
in the face of adversity.

Joseph Stalin
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Joseph Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union, formed an alliance with the United
States and the United Kingdom against Nazi Germany. Stalin's role in World War
II was instrumental in defeating Hitler's forces in Eastern Europe.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Franklin D. Roosevelt, the President of the United States, spearheaded the
American involvement in World War II following the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Roosevelt's leadership and the industrial power of the United States were crucial
in the Allied victory.

Understanding the origins and key figures behind World War I and World War II is
essential for 6th-grade children to grasp the significance and impact of these
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global conflicts. Gavrilo Princip, Kaiser Wilhelm II, Czar Nicholas II, Adolf Hitler,
and the involvement of major powers such as Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin,
and Franklin D. Roosevelt are deeply intertwined with the course of history. By
learning from the past, we can strive for a better and more peaceful future.
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So who really started the war? The purpose of this history book is not to point
fingers because the World War 1 is long over. Rather, it is educate children of the
decisions and the key players who started the fight that ended so many lives. If
you understand how the past happened, you will have the power to prevent it
from happening again.
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