
Why The United States Must Come To Terms
With The Islamic Republic Of Iran
The History of Iran and the United States Relationship

The relationship between the United States and Iran has been a complex and
tumultuous one, marked by decades of mistrust, tension, and conflict. It all started
with the 1953 coup d'état, when the United States and the United Kingdom
orchestrated the overthrow of Iran's democratically elected Prime Minister,
Mohammad Mossadegh, and reinstated the Shah as the country's leader. This
event had long-lasting consequences and laid the groundwork for the strained
relationship that followed.

Understanding the Islamic Republic of Iran

In 1979, the Islamic Revolution took place in Iran, resulting in the establishment
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This marked a significant turning point in the
country's history, as it shifted towards a theocratic form of governance led by
Ayatollah Khomeini. The United States, with its close ties to the Shah, became a
target of Iran's revolutionary leaders, which led to the hostage crisis at the
American embassy in Tehran in 1979.

The Nuclear Deal and Its Impact

One major turning point in recent years was the signing of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran Nuclear
Deal. This agreement, reached in 2015 between Iran, the United States, and
several other world powers, aimed to limit Iran's nuclear program in exchange for
the lifting of economic sanctions. However, in 2018, former President Donald



Trump withdrew the United States from the deal, resulting in increased tensions
between the two countries once again.
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The Importance of Coming to Terms

Coming to terms with the Islamic Republic of Iran is crucial for several reasons.
Firstly, Iran is a major player in the Middle East, and its actions and influence can
significantly impact regional stability. Failing to engage with Iran only further
isolates them and potentially pushes them towards more aggressive behaviors.

Secondly, Iran possesses substantial oil and gas reserves, making it an essential
economic partner for many countries around the world. By engaging with Iran, the
United States can unlock significant economic opportunities and improve global
energy security.

Furthermore, dialogue and negotiation offer a more effective means of
addressing concerns and resolving conflicts compared to hostile actions or
sanctions. By engaging in diplomatic channels, the United States can work
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towards addressing issues such as Iran's nuclear program, human rights abuses,
and regional tensions in a constructive and peaceful manner.

The Challenges Ahead

Despite the numerous benefits of coming to terms with Iran, there are significant
challenges that need to be addressed. One major hurdle is the deep-seated
mistrust and animosity that exists between the two countries. Overcoming this
barrier will require open and honest dialogue, as well as a willingness to
acknowledge past mistakes and find common ground.

Another challenge is navigating Iran's complex domestic politics, where
hardliners and moderates often clash. Policies and decisions made by Iran's
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and other influential figures can
significantly impact the country's stance towards the United States and the
international community.

The Future of US-Iran Relations

The future of US-Iran relations is uncertain but filled with opportunities. Both
countries have much to gain from coming to terms and finding ways to work
together effectively. The United States can enhance its regional influence, benefit
from Iran's economic potential, and contribute to global stability. Iran, on the other
hand, can alleviate some of the economic pressures it has faced due to sanctions
and strengthen its position on the international stage by engaging in constructive
dialogue.

It is vital for the United States to prioritize diplomacy and negotiation rather than
resorting to hostility or isolation when dealing with the Islamic Republic of Iran. By
doing so, the United States can contribute to a more peaceful and stable world,



while also benefiting from the numerous opportunities that come with a positive
engagement with Iran.
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An eye-opening argument for a new approach to Iran, from two of America's most
informed and influential Middle East experts

Less than a decade after Washington endorsed a fraudulent case for invading
Iraq, similarly misinformed and politically motivated claims are pushing America
toward war with Iran. Today the stakes are even higher: such a war could break
the back of America's strained superpower status. Challenging the daily clamor of
U.S. saber rattling, Flynt and Hillary Mann Leverett argue that America should
renounce thirty years of failed strategy and engage with Iran—just as Nixon
revolutionized U.S. foreign policy by going to Beijing and realigning relations with
China.

Former analysts in both the Bush and Clinton administrations, the Leveretts offer
a uniquely informed account of Iran as it actually is today, not as many have
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caricatured it or wished it to be. They show that Iran's political order is not on the
verge of collapse, that most Iranians still support the Islamic Republic, and that
Iran's regional influence makes it critical to progress in the Middle East. Drawing
on years of research and access to high-level officials, Going to Tehran explains
how Iran sees the world and why its approach to foreign policy is hardly the
irrational behavior of a rogue nation.

A bold call for new thinking, the Leveretts' indispensable work makes it clear that
America must "go to Tehran" if it is to avert strategic catastrophe.
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