
Why We Couldn't Win The War Or The Peace
In Afghanistan: The Tragic Reality Behind the
Conflict
For decades, Afghanistan has been haunted by turmoil and conflict, with various
nations attempting to assert control over its destiny. From the Soviet Union's
failed invasion to the United States' prolonged military intervention, the reasons
behind the inability to secure victory in either war or peace are complex and
multifaceted. In this article, we will dive deep into the tragic reality behind the
Afghanistan conflict, shedding light on the challenges faced by foreign forces, the
intricate web of tribal politics, and the failure to establish a sustainable peace.

The Initial Invasion

In 1979, the Soviet Union launched a massive military operation in Afghanistan to
prop up a Communist government that sought to implement sweeping reforms.
Despite their powerful military, the Soviets faced fierce resistance from Afghan
guerilla fighters known as the Mujahideen. These fighters, backed by various
nations, utilized guerrilla warfare tactics and received support from the local
population, making it incredibly difficult for the Soviet forces to achieve decisive
victories.

The Soviets ultimately withdrew in 1989, marking a significant military defeat that
greatly weakened the Soviet Union's global standing. However, the situation in
Afghanistan remained fragile, and internal power struggles fractured the nation,
allowing extremist groups to gain influence and plunge the country into a state of
chaos.
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The United States' Involvement

In the wake of the 9/11 attacks, the United States embarked on a mission in
Afghanistan with the primary goal of dismantling Al-Qaeda and removing the
Taliban from power. However, despite initial successes, the United States found
itself facing a series of challenges that significantly hindered its ability to win the
war and establish lasting peace in Afghanistan.

1. Guerrilla Warfare and Insurgent Tactics

The Taliban, along with other militant groups, quickly adapted to guerrilla warfare
tactics, making use of hit-and-run ambushes, improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), and suicide bombings to inflict significant casualties on foreign forces.
Their ability to melt into the local population further complicated efforts to identify
and neutralize the enemy.

2. Corruption and Weak Government Institutions

The Afghan government, plagued by corruption and weak institutional structures,
struggled to gain the trust and support of its citizens. Rampant bribery and a lack
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of accountability eroded public confidence, pushing many into the arms of militant
organizations that claimed to provide justice and stability.

3. Tribal Dynamics and Ethnic Divisions

Afghanistan is a patchwork of tribes, ethnic groups, and rival factions, each vying
for power and dominance. The complexity of these dynamics made it
extraordinarily difficult to forge a unified Afghan identity and establish a
government capable of representing the diverse interests of its citizens.

The Elusive Peace

Transitioning from war to peace is often as challenging as winning the conflict
itself, and Afghanistan is a prime example of this truth. Despite several attempts
at peace negotiations and the establishment of a democratic government, lasting
peace remains painfully elusive.

The Quagmire of Negotiations

Efforts to negotiate with the Taliban have been met with numerous hurdles. While
some factions within the Taliban express a willingness to engage in dialogue,
hardline elements remain committed to absolute control and the imposition of
their extremist ideology. The delicate balance between achieving peace and
safeguarding fundamental human rights has proven incredibly challenging.

The Role of Regional Powers

Afghanistan's strategic location has made it a battleground for various regional
powers vying for influence. Pakistan, in particular, has been accused of
supporting and sheltering Taliban elements, exacerbating the conflict and
hindering peace efforts. The involvement of neighboring nations has further
complicated the path to stability.



Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Development

Rebuilding a war-torn nation is an arduous and costly endeavor. Despite
substantial international aid, Afghanistan continues to struggle with poverty, lack
of proper infrastructure, and limited access to education and healthcare. The
absence of robust development programs has contributed to a sense of
hopelessness and disillusionment among the Afghan population, making them
susceptible to extremist recruitment.

The inability to win the war or establish lasting peace in Afghanistan stems from a
complex interplay of factors. From the historic resistance against foreign
invasions to the challenges of political stability, tribal dynamics, and the
complexities of negotiating with militant groups, numerous roadblocks have
hindered progress. To secure a brighter future for Afghanistan, a comprehensive
approach that addresses these issues while respecting human rights and
fostering sustainable development is crucial.
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In the earliest years of the war in Afghanistan, after the Taliban fell to an
American-led coalition, the fight there appeared to be a triumph—a “good war” in
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comparison to the debacle in Iraq. Now, thirteen years after it began, it has turned
into the longest war in U.S. history, as well as the most profligate; at an estimated
$4 to $6 trillion, the final price tag for America’s part in the war in Afghanistan will
be higher than that of World War II. And with thousands of coalition servicemen
and Afghan civilians having paid for the war with their lives or limbs, the true cost
of this futile expedition may never be properly calculated.

As we wind down our combat operations in Afghanistan and slouch toward
withdrawal, the time is right for a full accounting of what went wrong. In The Good
War, acclaimed author and war correspondent Jack Fairweather goes beyond the
battlefield to explore the righteous intentions and stunning hubris that brought the
United States and its allies to the verge of defeat in this far-flung theater. Drawing
on hundreds of interviews, troves of previously untapped material from Afghan
government archives, and months of experience living and reporting in
Afghanistan, Fairweather traces the course of the conflict from its inception
following the terrorist attacks of 9/11 to its steady drawdown during President
Obama’s second term, in the process offering a bold reassessment of the war. He
describes how the Bush administration came within a hair’s breadth of making
peace with the Taliban in 2002. He shows how Afghan opium could have rebuilt
the country rather than destroying it. And he provides the most intimate portrait
yet of Afghan President Hamid Karzai, arguing that Karzai’s gravest mistake was
giving in not to warlords but rather to the international community, which has
consistently prevented him from taking the necessary steps to help Afghans seize
their own future.

A timely lesson in the perils of nation-building and a sobering reminder of the
limits of American power, The Good War leads readers from the White House
situation room to Afghan military outposts, from warlords’ palaces to insurgents’



dens, to explain how the US and our allies might have salvaged the Afghan
campaign—and how we might rethink other “good” wars in the future.
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