
Witness the Bloodshed: The First Day At
Gettysburg
The Prelude to a Historic Battle

On a hot summer day, July 1, 1863, the small town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
became the epicenter of one of the most iconic and pivotal battles in American
history - the Battle of Gettysburg. Fought between the Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia led by General Robert E. Lee and the Union Army of the
Potomac commanded by General George G. Meade, the First Day at Gettysburg
marked the beginning of a three-day struggle that would leave a lasting impact on
the nation.

Setting the Stage

As General Lee's troops invaded Pennsylvania, they sought to find supplies and
deliver a crushing blow to the Union forces. Gettysburg, a strategic meeting point
of roads, became an unintentional battleground. On July 1st, Confederate forces
encountered Union troops led by General John Buford on the outskirts of the
town.

The Intensity Unleashed

The battle began with fierce skirmishes as Buford's men held off the Confederate
advance, recognizing the importance of occupying the high ground. Throughout
the day, both sides relentlessly fed troops into the fray, escalating the scale and
intensity of the fight. The sounds of cannons and gunfire reverberated across the
fields and hills, creating an atmosphere of chaos and terror.
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Heroes and Sacrifices

Although the Confederates initially gained ground, Union reinforcements arrived
later in the day, shifting the tide of the battle. The Wheatfield, the Peach Orchard,
and other strategic locations grew into violent clashes, leaving casualties on both
sides. Heroes emerged on all fronts, like General John Reynolds, who tragically
fell during the skirmish.

The Struggles Continue

By nightfall, the first day had come to an end, leaving behind a trail of bloodshed
and destruction. The Union Army found themselves pushed back, consolidated
on high ground to form a fishhook-shaped defensive line. The Confederates
amassed their forces and prepared for the next two days, which would decide the
fate of the battle and potentially the outcome of the entire war.

The Legacy Lives On

The first day at Gettysburg saw over 9,000 casualties, both killed and wounded.
As the battle continued, this number would soar into the tens of thousands. The
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losses were a somber reminder of the cost of war and its impact on American
history.

Today, Gettysburg National Military Park stands as a testament to the sacrifices
made by the soldiers who fought on those hallowed grounds. Visitors can explore
the battlefield, reflecting on the bravery and adversity faced by both the
Confederate and Union troops.

The first day at Gettysburg was a relentless and brutal conflict that set the stage
for the following days of the battle. The sacrifices made by soldiers and the
historical impact of the battle are remembered to this day. Gettysburg serves as a
powerful reminder of the strife and resilience that shaped the United States of
America.
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The Battle of Gettysburg exerts a unique hold on the national imagination. Many
writers have argued that it represented the turning point of the Civil War, after
which Confederate fortunes moved inexorably toward defeat. Successive
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generations of historians have not exhausted the topic of leadership at
Gettysburg, especially with regard to the first day of the battle. Often
overshadowed by more famous events on the second and third days, the initial
phase of the contest nevertheless offers the most interesting problems of
leadership. In this collection of essays, the contributors examine several
controversial aspects of leadership on that opening day including Lee's strategy
and tactics, the conduct of Confederate corps commanders Richard S. Ewell and
A.P. Hill, Oliver Otis Howard's role on the Union side, and a series of notable
debacles among Lee's brigadiers. Drawing on a range of sources, the authors
combine interpretation and fresh evidence that should challenge readers to
reconsider their understanding of the vents of July 1, 1863. These provocative
essays are sure to interest students of the battle, Civil War buffs, and military
historians alike.
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