
Witness the Untamed Reality: The "Savage
War Of Peace"
The Brutal Conflict That Redefined Modern Warfare

War, in all its forms, leaves behind a trail of devastation and scars that take
generations to heal. But among the countless battles fought throughout history,
there is one conflict that stands out for its savagery and lasting impact - the
"Savage War Of Peace". In this article, we will shine a light on this obscure yet
crucial chapter of human history, revealing the untold story behind a war that
redefined modern warfare.

Understanding the Origins

The "Savage War Of Peace" refers to the Algerian War of Independence that took
place from 1954 to 1962. It was a fierce struggle for freedom and self-
determination, pitting the National Liberation Front (FLN) against the French
colonial rule. The conflict arose from decades of oppressive French control and
the desire of Algerians to regain their independence.

Tactics that Shocked the World

One of the defining aspects of the "Savage War Of Peace" was the unyielding
intensity and brutality displayed by both sides. The FLN's guerrilla warfare tactics,
including bombings, assassinations, and hit-and-run ambushes, caught the
French forces off-guard. The French, initially relying on conventional military
tactics, soon realized they were ill-equipped to handle such an unconventional
enemy.
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The FLN capitalized on their knowledge of the terrain, vital in mountainous
regions such as Kabylie, making it difficult for the French to gain an upper hand.
These tactics of using natural landscapes as cover and engaging in hit-and-run
attacks became a testament to the resourcefulness and determination of the
Algerian fighters.

The Battle for Hearts and Minds

As the conflict escalated, both sides employed propaganda campaigns to sway
public opinion. The French used propaganda to depict the FLN fighters as
terrorists and justify their actions in maintaining colonial control. Meanwhile, the
FLN sought international recognition for their cause as a legitimate struggle for
independence.

The brutality of the French response, including the use of torture, sparked
international outrage and led to a wave of solidarity with the Algerian cause.
Writers, intellectuals, and influential figures from around the world lent their
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voices to condemn the atrocities committed during the conflict, shaking the
foundations of the French colonial administration.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The "Savage War Of Peace" eventually led to Algerian independence and
inspired independence movements across Africa and beyond. However, the scars
of the conflict remained deeply ingrained in both Algerian and French societies.

For the Algerians, the war was a bitter struggle that resulted in immense human
suffering, displacement, and division within society. The wounds of the "Savage
War Of Peace" are yet to heal fully, as many families are still searching for the
truth about their missing loved ones or struggling to overcome the trauma inflicted
during the conflict.

From a French perspective, the war forced the nation to confront its colonial past
and reevaluate its imperial ambitions. The Algerian struggle for independence
exposed the cracks in the French Empire, ultimately leading to its dissolution and
a shift in France's global influence.

A Forgotten War No More

The "Savage War Of Peace" may have slipped into the shadows of history,
overshadowed by other conflicts of the time, but its impact cannot be denied. It
represents not only a fight for independence but also an enduring symbol of
resilience, perseverance, and the quest for justice. It serves as a harsh reminder
of the consequences of colonization and the importance of addressing the
wounds inflicted by war.

As we delve into the untold story of the "Savage War Of Peace", we gain valuable
insights into the complexities of war and the human spirit. It is a tale that



deserves to be remembered, analyzed, and learned from, for the sake of building
a better future.
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The Algerian War lasted from 1954 to 1962. It brought down six French
governments, led to the collapse of the Fourth Republic, returned de Gaulle to
power, and came close to provoking a civil war on French soil. More than a
million Muslim Algerians died in the conflict and as many European settlers were
driven into exile. Above all, the war was marked by an unholy marriage of
revolutionary terror and repressive torture.

Nearly a half century has passed since this savagely fought war ended in
Algeria’s independence, and yet—as Alistair Horne argues in his new preface to
his now-classic work of history—its repercussions continue to be felt not only in
Algeria and France, but throughout the world. Indeed from today’s vantage point
the Algerian War looks like a full-dress rehearsal for the sort of amorphous
struggle that convulsed the Balkans in the 1990s and that now ravages the
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Middle East, from Beirut to Baghdad—struggles in which questions of religion,
nationalism, imperialism, and terrorism take on a new and increasingly lethal
intensity.

A Savage War of Peace is the definitive history of the Algerian War, a book that
brings that terrible and complicated struggle to life with intelligence, assurance,
and unflagging momentum. It is essential reading for our own violent times as
well as a lasting monument to the historian’s art.
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